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1 Introduction

The objective of this report is to outline the Parks 
and Landscape Strategy for the Clonburris Strategic 
Development Zone (SDZ) lands. In July 2019 a design 
team led by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects were 
appointed by Clonburris Infrastructure Ltd. to produce 
a Parks and Landscape Strategy incorporating a 
Biodiversity Management Plan. This report should be 
read in conjunction with documents issued and included 
as appendices to this report by Dermot Foley Landscape 
Architects, The Tree File Ltd., and Scott Cawley 
Ecologists.

1.1 Planning Scheme

The Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme 2019 was 
published by South Dublin County Council and has 
been used to guide the Parks and Landscape Strategy. 
The strategy has been considered in the context of 
the development of the SDZ lands as set out in the 
Planning Scheme, so that landscape design can be 
used to integrate the various development tiles of 
the SDZ and facilitate the seamless integration of 
the proposed open space with adjoining streets and 
neighbouring developments. The Planning Scheme 
sets out the phasing of the SDZ development. Within 
this phasing, ‘Phase 0’ includes a requirement for a 
Parks and Landscape Strategy to be prepared prior to 
commencement of development:

“Prior to the commencement of development, a strategic 
level Parks and Landscape Strategy (incorporating a 
Biodiversity Management Plan) shall be prepared by the 
developer(s) and agreed in writing with South Dublin 
County Council.”

- Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme 2019 (Page 134)

The Parks and Landscape Strategy shall apply to the 
design of parks, open spaces and landscapes within 
the SDZ. The policies and objectives relating to the 
design and delivery of parks, open spaces, the provision 
of street trees and relating to the protection and 
development of Green Infrastructure, contained within 
South Dublin County Council’s County Development 
Plan will apply to Clonburris SDZ’s parks and landscapes 
where relevant. 
 
1.2 Consultation

Dermot Foley Landscape Architects attended a 
number of meetings with South Dublin County Council 
Planning Department and Parks & Landscape Services 
Section, where the Parks and Landscape Strategy was 
discussed. Comments received were, where possible, 
incorporated into the landscape strategy.  Dermot 
Foley Landscape Architects presented the Parks and 
Landscape Strategy to all the SDZ landowners including 
South Dublin County Council in October 2019.

SDZ Planning Scheme 2019, Green Infrastructure, p.36, Figure 2.3.1 Figure 1.
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6inch (1837-1842)
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2 Landscape History of the Site

Dermot Foley Landscape Architects have carried out 
a review of all available mapping to include the 6 Inch 
mapping series (1837-1842) the 25 Inch mapping series 
(1888-1913), and aerial photographs to establish the 
evolution of the landscape within the Clonburris SDZ 
boundary. In order to complete the story of the site 
evolution, indicative maps have been produced by 
Dermot Foley Landscape Architects, to illustrate what the 
landscape would have been like before 1800. These are 
indicative only and are reasonable assumptions based 
on knowledge of landscape history in Ireland.

The 1650+ map is indicative only but illustrates an open 
grazing landscape, which would have existed on site 
before the Act of Enclosure. The Griffeen Valley Stream 
is visible on the western side of the SDZ lands.

The 1750+ map is also indicative and illustrates 
the probable impact of the Act of Enclosure on the 
landscape. Field boundary hedgerows are visible in 
the landscape. Fields are irregular in shape and are 
indicated as significantly larger than later accurate 
mapping of the lands.

The 6 inch mapping series (1837-1842) is the first 
available map of the SDZ lands. Field boundaries are 
visible and were likely subdivided from larger fields in the 
previous century. The canal (constructed 1756-1803) is 
visible to the south of the SDZ lands.

Left: Mapping showing the changing character of 
the landscape over time, within the SDZ boundary

Figure 2.

Figure 3.

Figure 4.
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The 25 inch mapping series (1888-1913) shows some 
further subdivision of fields. The railway line is a 
significant addition to the landscape running east-west 
through the center of the SDZ lands.

The map produced from aerial photography (1995) 
shows the introduction of the commercial nursery to the 
west of the SDZ lands. The dense alignment of trees 
within the nursery is visible. An assumed halting site and 
allotment garden site are also visible near the present 
day Kishoge railway station. Field boundaries have been 
removed to facilitate these developments.

There is a significant difference between the mapping 
produced from the1995 aerial photography and 
the mapping produced from the 2005-2012 aerial 
photography. In the 2005-2012 mapping field boundaries 
have been removed to facilitate the development of a 
north-south road located centrally within the site and 
another north-south road located to the east of the site.

The mapping sequence illustrates the evolution of the 
landscape within the SDZ and is particularly informative 
in the context of the development of the SDZ lands 
as set out in the Planning Scheme and has informed 
the development of this parks and landscape strategy. 
The future development of these lands will be the next 
chapter in an ever evolving landscape. 

25 inch historic (1888-1913)

Aerial (1995)

Aerial (2005-2012)

25 inch (1888-1913)

Aerial 1995

Aerial 2005-2012 Left: Mapping showing the changing character of 
the landscape over time, within the SDZ boundary

Figure 5.

Figure 6.

Figure 7.



4

3 Appraisal of Existing Landscape

For the most part, the Clonburris SDZ site consists of 
formerly agricultural lands with associated hedgerow 
and drainage features. The lands are dissected by 
the Dublin-Kildare rail line and the Grand Canal, both 
running east-west through the site.

The canal was constructed between 1756 and 1803 
and links Dublin to the River Shannon in the west. Since 
its closure to commercial barge traffic in 1951, it has 
become a popular amenity and developed considerable 
cultural and ecological value (now protected under 
national legislation through its designation as a pNHA, 
Proposed Natural Heritage Area, site number 02104). 
The Grand Canal proposed Natural Heritage Area 
compromises the canal channel and the banks both 
north and south of it. Various habitats are found within 
the canal boundaries and it is the diversity of species 
within these linear habitats which give the canal its 
ecological value.

The railway line operates a busy commuter link between 
the capital and commuter towns such as Newbridge 
and Port Laoise. There are two railway stations located 
in the SDZ lands; Clondalkin-Fonthill opened in 2008 
and Kishoge, opened in 2013. The rail line is currently 
crossed overhead at three points: a vehicular/pedestrian 
bridge near Clondalkin station to the east (R136 Outer 
Ring Road); a vehicular/cycle/pedestrian bridge at 
Kishoge station, central in the SDZ (R113 Fonthill Road); 
and, a pedestrian-only bridge at Griffeen Valley Park to 
the west (Hayden’s Lane). 

While the topography of the site is relatively flat overall, 
there are local undulations in the lands which are evident 
at ground level. Some of these dips and rises can be 
attributed to the drainage channels associated with 
existing features such as the hedgerow field boundaries. 
At various points close to the canal there are significant 
level changes due to drainage bodies linked to the canal 
and the construction of the canal itself.

The Griffeen River passes under the rail line and the 
canal to the west of the SDZ and runs in a south-west 
to north-east direction. The Kilmahuddrick Stream, while 
not encountered during field visits, has been engineered 
into a channel which runs in a south-east to north-west 
direction, west of the R136.

The majority of the lands in the SDZ are undeveloped, 
except for two halting sites, a community college, 
a primary school, a SDCC parks depot and several 
individual residential dwellings.

Above: series from top to bottom shows gently rolling topography of 
site

Above: series from top to bottom shows Grand Canal, 
proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA)

Above: series from top to bottom shows varying character of current 
vegetation

Figure 8. Images showing existing conditions in Clonburris lands
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3.1  Analysis of Existing Vegetation

A mix of vegetation is evident throughout the SDZ 
lands. These can be grouped into several categories 
and mainly comprise hedgerows and associated re-
generational planting, commercial nursery plantings, 
amenity landscape features (including pitch-and-putt 
lands, canal walks and meadow areas) and planting 
associated with modern infrastructure.

Predominantly, hedgerows and their associated tree 
lines cover the eastern half of the lands. More recent 
planting, including a healthy mix of native species, is 
evident as a result of new infrastructural development 
(R113 and R136). 

Much of the land between the hedgerows has reverted 
to scrub or re-colonised bare ground following the 
cessation of agricultural activity or management over the 
recent decades.

The western half of the SDZ lands hosts the remnants 
of a significant tree nursery, the Griffeen River riparian 
zone, the Kilmahuddrick Stream, and their associated 
vegetation. Some newer planting related to road 
development occurs on a north-south alignment. A pitch-
and-putt course, mapped as amenity planting, appears 
in the far west of the lands. The open meadows to the 
west of the nursery are bounded by lines of poplar trees, 
presumably planted as shelter belts for the nursery, 
which are now highly visible in the landscape.

The Grand Canal to the south has significant and 
established vegetated zones on both sides of the water 
body. A large meadow area, exists in the south-east 
of the SDZ lands, and forms a boundary to an existing 
residential development and provides a buffer between 
this existing development and the south bank of the 
Grand Canal. This meadow area is managed by SDCC 
as part of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan. 

Scott Cawley Ecologists and the Tree File Ltd. have 
carried out site surveys to inform the Parks and 
Landscape Strategy. Their reports are included as 
appendices to this document.

3.2 Arboriculture

The Tree File Ltd. carried out an overview survey of the 
existing trees and hedgerows on the entire SDZ lands 
to ascertain the status of the existing stock, assess what 
may be suitable for retention in the context of the future 
SDZ development, and to inform the formulation of the 
Parks and Landscape Strategy.

The report by The Tree File Ltd. is included as an 
appendix to this document.

Legend

Hedgerows and re-generational planting

Nursery planting

Amenity planting (golf / canal walk / meadow)

Planting associated with modern infrastructure

EXISTING VEGETATION

Hedgerows and re-generational planting

Nursery planting

Amenity planting (golf / canal walk / meadow)

Planting associated with modern infrastructure

Meadow areas

Figure 9. Vegetation categories excluding scrub-land and re-colonised ground
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3.3 Ecology

Scott Cawley Ecologists prepared a Biodiversity 
Management Plan (BMP) and Outline Invasive Species 
Management Plan (ISMP) to be included with the Parks 
and Landscape Strategy for the Clonburris SDZ. 

These reports were informed by ecological surveys 
carried out in 2018 by FERS Ltd., a desktop review of 
available information and walkover surveys undertaken 
by Laura Higgins B.A, (Mod.) Consultant Ecologist Scott 
Cawley Ltd. on 16th, 17th and 31st July 2019. 

The BMP provides guidance, design and management 
recommendations to be used by South Dublin 
County Council and prospective developers when 
planning developments within Clonburris SDZ. The 
recommendations outlined in the BMP include actions for 
habitats, birds, bats, other mammals, invertebrates, fish 
and amphibians. 

The ISMP identifies the invasive species present within 
the lands and describes the options available to manage 
and prevent the spread of non-native invasive plant 
species recorded within Clonburris SDZ. Mapping is 
provided of the locations of terrestrial invasive species 
listed on the Third Schedule of the EC (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended).
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3.4 Historical Field Boundaries
 
A barony is a historical sub-division of a county, which is 
then divided into townlands. Many townland and barony 
boundaries are historically marked in the Irish landscape 
by hedgerows. The SDZ Planning Scheme recognises 
these divisions of land and their boundaries:

“To seek to protect and enhance natural, built and 
cultural heritage features where appropriate, such as the 
Grand Canal, streams, Protected Structures and barony 
and townland boundary hedgerows. “

- Section 2.11 Biodiversity and Natural Heritage
‘Key Principles’, p.85

SDZ Planning Scheme 2019

The Clonburris SDZ lands are dissected by a boundary 
joining the baronies of Uppercross, to the east, and 
Newcastle to the west. This barony boundary is evident 
on site as it is along an existing hedgerow running 
centrally through the SDZ lands in a north-south 
direction.

The SDZ lands also comprise a number of townlands. 
The boundary hedgerows to these townlands are 
evident on site. However, following periods of neglect, 
opportunistic activity and development, many of the 
hedgerows in the SDZ have become fragmented and 
overgrown.

Drainage channels were often built into the original 
laying of hedgerows to facilitate the movement of water 
off the land. In the SDZ lands, it appears hedgerow 
related drainage channels are still part of the landscape 
and form a critical part of the sustainability of the 
hedgerows.

BOUNDARIES

Barony boundary

Townsland boundaryLegend

Townland Boundary

Barony Boundary

Figure 10. Townland and barony boundaries overlaid on existing hedgerow network
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4 Parks and Landscape Strategy

The Parks and Landscape Strategy has been formulated 
by a design team comprising Dermot Foley Landscape 
Architects, Scott Cawley Ltd. (ecologists) and The Tree 
File Ltd.(arborists). 

There are four significant areas of strategic open space 
within the SDZ:

- Griffeen Valley Park (extension)
- Na Cluainte / The Meadows (north)
- Na Cluainte / The Meadows (south)
- Grand Canal Park

The strategy is centered on the high value existing 
vegetation along the canal corridor, particularly along the 
northern edge of the canal. The Grand Canal is identified 
as a Strategic Green Corridor in the Planning Scheme 
and it forms an important ‘spine’ to the landscape 
strategy. The strategy proposes to retain and enhance 
the existing vegetation and extend this habitat into 
the proposed parks and adjacent SDZ areas, where 
possible.

Consideration has been given to existing vegetation 
that has high biodiversity value and that provides links 
between habitats. The future development context 
has been considered. The barony boundary hedgerow 
provides an import north-south link through the SDZ 
lands and is the key feature of the proposed Na Cluainte 
/ the Meadows Parks.

The future parks and open spaces of Clonburris will 
provide residents with a wide variety of formal and 
informal recreation opportunities: designated sports 
pitches and courts, children’s play areas, open space 
for free-style amenity, jogging/walking/cycling routes 
with strong connectivity between parks and existing 
cycling network. All open space will be associated with 
either existing mature planting or proposed new tree 
and hedgerow planting creating a  vibrant and green 
character to the park lands.

The landscape strategy has also been co-ordinated with 
DBFL Consulting Engineers to integrate the attenuation 
required, as set out in the Planning Scheme, sensitively 
within the landscape strategy. The proposed pedestrian 
and vehicle bridges over the railway line and canal have 
also been considered. 

Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park (North)

Grand Canal Park

Griffeen Valley Park 
(extension)

Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park (South)

Figure 11. Strategic open space in Clonburris SDZ
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The Parks and Landscape Strategy provides for a 
number of required parks, open spaces, and recreational 
facilities within the SDZ, which is the minimum 
provision. These are to be provided having regard to the  
Biodiversity Management Plan i.e. the provision of flood-
lit facilities should be carefully located to ensure viability 
of protected species and maintenance of dark corridors. 

All relevant applications for development within the 
SDZ should be accompanied by an Ecological Impact 
Assessment (EcIA) and a Landscape Design Report 
unless otherwise agreed with the Planning Authority. 

A Landscape Design Report should detail, inter alia, 
how the findings and surveys from the EcIA should be 
considered within the site design and the landscape 
plan.

Figure 12. Parks and Landscape Strategy Diagram
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4.1 Proposed Ecological Network

Existing ecological connectivity in the Clonburris lands is 
strong due to the lapsed agricultural and human activity 
for the last number of decades. The retention of existing 
ecological features support a strong existing biodiverse 
ecosystem and the retention of existing natural features 
should be considered, in accordance with the SDZ 
scheme.

The creation of a new, ‘designed’ ecological network 
within development zones is informed by the existing 
corridors and hubs of ecological value.

Using existing water bodies and hedgerows of high value 
which are to be retained, as well as the linear spaces 
associated with the Grand Canal and the rail line, a 
series of smaller interconnecting corridors and hubs or 
patches will be implemented in the SDZ lands.

The future green connectivity of Clonburris will link 
primary and secondary open spaces and incorporate:

- wildlife and habitat conservation
- passive and active recreation
- landscape improvements and amenity
- accessibility for all
- preservation of heritage features

This will lead to the creation of a community with a sense 
of place and open green space which is fit for purpose 
with a range of recreation facilities, while protecting and 
enhancing the natural assets within the lands.

Figure 14. Ecological network principle Figure 15. Potential wildlife movement through green corridors Figure 16. Pedestrian link hedgerow Figure 17. Managed roadside hedge

Legend

Strategic green corridor

Local green corridor

Local link

Figure 13. Ecological connectivity



11

Opportunities for increasing the ecological network 
should be considered on a site by site basis, in particular 
the integration of the hedgerow along the townland 
boundary of Neilstown and Cappagh referenced in 
Section 2.11.2 of the Planning Scheme. 

Primary ecological connectivity through the built form of 
the SDZ lands is based on the existing corridors which 
are to be retained, and enhanced, such as the Griffeen 
Stream, Grand Canal, rail line and mature hedgerows 
and tree lines.

North-south corridors will link with existing open green 
spaces outside the boundary of the SDZ lands, further 
enhancing the ecological value of these spaces:

- the barony hedgerow being retained in Na Cluainte 
(north and south) park will link open space associated 
with the Grand Canal in the south with open space 
associated with Thomas Omer Way and Foxborough 
Estate in the north.

- the Griffeen Stream riparian corridor and associated 
vegetation will link the Griffeen Valley extension park 
south of the rail line with the existing Griffeen Valley park 
to the north with a proposed green bridge

- the Kilmahuddrick Stream will provide a wide north-
south alignment of green space connecting the Grand 
Canal corridor with the rail line corridor

- vegetation associated with both the R136 and the 
R113  will provide a link from the Grand Canal and 
Grange Castle open space in the south to open space 
associated with estates north of Balgaddy Road and 
Thomas Omer Way

Existing east-west corridors provided by the Grand 
Canal and the rail line currently offer strong ecological 
connectivity and provide opportunities for future 
improvement and enhancement strategies. Creating 
ecological ‘nodes’ where the canal and rail line meet 
north-south corridors provides areas which can sustain 
particular habitats and species more successfully.

The east-west corridor provided by the proposed South 
Link Road will support connectivity through Griffeen 
Stream; Griffeen Valley Park extension; Kilmahuddrick 
Stream; Na Cluainte Park south and associated baron 
hedgerow. 

The east-west corridor provided by the proposed 
North Link Road will connect the R113 corridor with 
Na Cluainte Park North and the vegetated corridor 
associated with Thomas Omer Way in the west of the 
SDZ lands. Both east-west corridors are located through 
or beside smaller neighbourhood parks and urban 
squares.

HR01  Where feasible having regard to the SDZ Masterplan proposed developments should retain habitats of ecological value that can be accommodated. Particular 
consideration must be given to retaining ecological features which provide connectivity between habitats (e.g. hedgerows and treelines) to promote green and 
blue infrastructure within the SDZ lands. Retention of townland boundary hedgerows within open space, which have high biodiversity and heritage value should 
be given priority.

HC16  Where hedgerow planting is proposed within the lands, the new hedgerows should take the form of a double line of native tree with shrub species. Translocation 
of existing hedgerows and their seed banks to new locations should be considered where feasible. Hedgerows must be correctly maintained according to the 
following document: The Heritage Council (2016) Conserving Hedgerows.

HC17   Hedgerow locations must be chosen to connect features of ecological value (particularly the Griffeen River, the Grand Canal and the railway line, as well as  
  existing hedgerows, treelines and woodland) to the ecological network in the wider landscape where possible and promote green infrastructure within the lands.  
  This can be achieved by planting hedgerows where they do not already exist and in this way minimising the number of gaps in the hedgerow network that would  
  affect ecological connectivity within the SDZ lands and the surrounding areas.

HC18   Where existing tree planting is present along roadsides, supplementary native understorey shrub and herbaceous planting should  be considered. This would  
  help compensate for the loss of hedgerow habitat and strengthen green and blue infrastructure within the  lands.

HC19   Where hedgerows are being retained within parkland, consideration should be given to incorporate sufficient space for hedgerows to develop into linear   
  woodland features.

HC23 Tree planting must take into consideration the connectivity of existing ecological features (e.g. hedgerows, treelines, woodland, watercourses) within the SDZ 
lands and planting must aim to contribute towards it. This can be achieved by, for example, planting trees and/or groups of trees relatively close to each other 
across amenity grasslands and wildflower meadows thus providing ‘stepping stones’ for wildlife over open areas, and/or by planting treelines along streets and 
other linear features and consequently improving green infrastructure and the overall ecological connectivity within the SDZ lands.

Figure 18. Actions for Habitat Retention and Habitat Creation, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.

Figure 19. Break in hedgerow, Clonburris SDZ lands Figure 20. Grand Canal, blue and green corridor Figure 21. Matured road-side planting, R113
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4.2 Existing Tree, Hedgerow & 
 Vegetation Retention

The retention of hedgerows, trees and other vegetation 
in the SDZ lands should be considered in the future 
urbanised context of the SDZ lands. In accordance 
with the SDZ Planning Scheme, developments on the 
lands should identify and protect, where possible, the 
existing green infrastructure elements on the lands 
including green open spaces, hedgerows, large trees, 
watercourses and other natural physical features 
as these are a strong part of the lands history and 
will define the character of areas and help to create 
attractive neighbourhoods.

New substantial links are proposed to enhance and 
strengthen the future ecological network. Consideration 
has been given to existing vegetation that has 
biodiversity value and that provides strong links between 
habitats across the SDZ. Existing green infrastructure 
will be enhanced to form biodiversity corridors which will 
connect new green spaces.

The barony boundary hedgerow provides an important 
north-south  ecological link through the SDZ lands and 
is the key feature of the proposed Na Cluainte / the 
Meadows Parks.

Vegetation along the canal corridor (pNHA) provides 
an important east-west ecological connection and the 
existing vegetation within the zone is to be retained, 
enhanced, and, where possible, extended into open 
space and landscape of adjacent parks.
Selected tree plantings associated with modern 
infrastructure have been identified for retention where 
feasible. 

Riparian habitats along the Griffeen River and 
Kilmahuddrick Stream are also identified to be retained. 
Areas of woodland located in strategic open space, 
particularly within Griffeen Valley Park are to be retained 
and engineering requirements have been co-ordinated 
so that such features can be retained.

The hedgerow along the Neilstown / Cappagh boundary 
is to be retained where the prescribed urban form can be 
modified to accommodate the retention of the hedgerow. 
Where the hedgerow cannot be retained, suitable 
compensation should be proposed. The urban form of 
the SDZ development including the link road (with fixed 
services below) prevents  the retention of the hedgerow 
in its entirety.

All relevant developments shall submit details relating 
to existing trees on site in accordance with the 
requirements of BS 5837 (2012) Trees in relation to 
design, demolition and construction.

Legend 

Local Parks and Squares

Strategic Open Space

Existing Green Infrastructure

Figure 22. Extract from SDZ Planning Scheme, figure 2.3.1, Green Infrastructure
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HR01   Where feasible having regard to the SDZ Masterplan proposed developments should retain habitats of ecological value that can be accommodated.   
  Particular consideration must be given to retaining ecological features which provide connectivity between habitats (e.g. hedgerows and treelines) to promote  
  green and blue infrastructure within the SDZ lands. Retention of townland boundary hedgerows within open space, which have high biodiversity and heritage  
  value should be given priority.

HR02   Where hedgerows, treelines, woodland and other semi-natural habitats are being retained within the SDZ lands, details of their management and protection  
  should be provided in a Habitat Management Plan (HMP) to be provided to the Council by the developer alongside the planning documentation.

HR03   Proposed developments, subject to agreement with the Planning Authority on a case by case basis, within the Clonburris SDZ must be subject to an   
  Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) and the EcIA must set out appropriate biodiversity mitigation compensation and enhancement measures in line with SDZ  
  and BMP requirements. This does not absolve the proposed development/developer from carrying out other statutory environmental assessments that may be  
  required. The Ecological Impact Assessment should include but may not be limited to the following:

   • An assessment of potential impacts on bird species, including breeding birds, wintering birds, barn owl and kingfisher. Bird surveys must be carried  
   out in the appropriate season;

   • An assessment of potential impacts on bat species. Bat surveys must be carried out in the main season of bat activity (May-August inclusive);

   • An assessment of potential impacts on mammals. Mammal surveys must cover the proposed development site and lands at least 150m from the   
   proposed development site boundary;

   • An assessment of potential impacts on amphibians. Amphibian surveys must be carried out if there is suitable habitat (i.e. wetlands) present on or  
   near the proposed development site;

   • An assessment of potential impacts on habitats and habitat connectivity within the lands;

  Consideration must be given to whether impact assessment on other species is required for a proposed development e.g. white-clawed crayfish,    
  common lizard etc.

HR12   The Parks and Landscape Strategy indicates the retention of 7,720m of hedgerow/linear woodland habitat within the strategic open spaces - 5,200m
  along the canal, 520m along the Griffeen river and 2,000m of hedgerow within parks and open spaces. When final landscape designs are being prepared for  
  open spaces, this level of retention is considered to be the minimum acceptable.

HR13   Where hedgerows and treelines are being retained, the root protection zone/area must be calculated by a qualified arborist. Protective barriers must be   
  installed to exclude construction activities from the root protection area of the hedgerows and treelines during construction works.

HR14   Pedestrian access points to the Grand Canal must be located in areas that are sparsely vegetated and should avoid as much tree and vegetation removal as
  possible. Where vegetation removal is required, this should be focused on vegetation of lower ecological importance and avoid mature trees and hedgerows.

HR15   Appropriate pedestrian access points to the Grand Canal are to be sensitively designed to prevent damage to adjacent vegetation.

HR16   Where hedgerows are proposed for retention, management measures should be set out, appropriate to their location and function, and in accordance with
  guidance set out in the following document: The Heritage Council (2016) Conserving Hedgerows. Management must also include the removal of non-native
  invasive species such as butterfly-bush Buddleja davidii and filling in sparse patches with native species planting.

BS 5837 (2012) requires developers to examine 
the existing trees on site and design the site to 
incorporate, where possible, existing healthy trees 
and hedgerows.

Developments shall submit details of existing trees on 
site, details of their condition etc. in accordance with 
above. Retention of existing trees shall be required, 
where possible, and incorporation of existing retained 
trees into the site landscape design shall be required.

Protection of existing retained trees during 
construction stage shall be detailed.

All planning applications are to submit the above; 
prepared by a professional arboriculturist.

It is an objective of the Planning Scheme to retain all 
hedgerows where possible. Each development area 
should review the retention of existing vegetation at 
planning application stage.

The retention of hedgerows shall be discussed on a 
case-by-case basis with South Dublin County Council 
and detailed proposals submitted. Developers shall 
assess the existing hedgerows under a number of 
criteria, inter alia:

- Fixed elements of Planning Scheme; 
- Parameters of Planning Scheme;
- Hedgerow value; 
- Particular habitat/presence of certain flora fauna;
- Density of development;
- and others as deemed applicable by South Dublin  
  County Council at time of application

Figure 23. Over-arching Actions for Habitat Retention , Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.

Figure 24. Actions for Tree and Hedgerow Retention, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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4.3 Hedgerow Mitigation and 
 Compensatory Measures

Where possible the retention of hedgerows should be 
designed into new development in accordance with 
the principles of the SDZ Planning Scheme.  Mitigation 
and compensatory planting for loss of hedgerows is 
required as part of the Planning Scheme requirements. 
Developments shall incorporate new elements of Green 
and Blue Infrastructure such as tree planting, parks and 
natural open spaces, and sustainable urban drainage 
systems.

Where retention of hedgerows and existing vegetation 
is not possible, development proposals shall include 
appropriate mitigation and compensatory measures 
to minimise impact on biodiversity and to provide for 
alternative green links and biodiversity enhancement. 

An EcIA shall assess the impacts of any such proposed 
removal.  The impact of hedgerow and other vegetation 
removal on associated species is also to be considered 
within the EcIA and associated landscape design. This 
may require discussions with the NPWS as well as the 
appropriate sections of SDCC.

Where it is not possible to retain existing hedgerows, 
new planting must replace hedgerow removal as follows:

• where it is not possible to retain existing trees and/
or hedgerows, replacement trees and/or hedgerows 
should be planted within the SDZ lands where 
possible

• native species should be used in favour of 
ornamental species

• if possible, a planting scheme which emulates the 
structure and character of a hedgerow is to be 
considered in the mitigation process, e.g. a linear 
arrangement with an understorey and edge planting 
scheme

• copses, groves and small woodland areas using 
native species can replace hedgerows which have 
been removed, however consideration should 
be given to the ecological value and ecological 
connectivity of the introduced scheme e.g. new 
planting schemes connected to ponds and streams, 
or existing ecological corridors such as the Grand 
Canal and rail line

Maintenance of newly planted hedgerows or other 
compensatory planting schemes should be laid out in a 
maintenance plan at design stage and should adhere 
to relevant guidance, such as The Heritage Council’s 
‘Conserving Hedgerows’.

HC15   The planting of hedgerows within the parks areas and along roadways is a key habitat creation objective. planting of hedgerows should also be considered in  
  Development Areas. Species lists must be comprised of a range of native species and preferably comprised of the species already present locally. Species  
  should include a range of trees and shrubs as well as suitable understorey planting. Full species lists for the hedgerows within Clonburris SDZ can be found in  
  the document Ecological survey of Clonburris Strategic Development Zone, Clondalkin, Co. Dublin (FERS Ltd., 2018).

HC16  Where hedgerow planting is proposed within the lands, the new hedgerows should take the form of a double line of native tree with shrub species. Translocation 
of existing hedgerows and their seed banks to new locations should be considered where feasible. Hedgerows must be correctly maintained according to the 
following document: The Heritage Council (2016) Conserving Hedgerows.

HC17   Hedgerow locations must be chosen to connect features of ecological value (particularly the Griffeen River, the Grand Canal and the railway line, as well as  
  existing hedgerows, treelines and woodland) to the ecological network in the wider landscape where possible and promote green infrastructure within the lands.  
  This can be achieved by planting hedgerows where they do not already exist and in this way minimising the number of gaps in the hedgerow network that would  
  affect ecological connectivity within the SDZ lands and the surrounding areas.

HC18   Where existing tree planting is present along roadsides, supplementary native understorey shrub and herbaceous planting should be considered. This would  
  help compensate for the loss of hedgerow habitat and strengthen green and blue infrastructure within the lands.

HC19   Where hedgerows are being retained within parkland, consideration should be given to incorporate sufficient space for hedgerows to develop into linear   
  woodland features.

Figure 25 (a). New hedgerow planting along access road / development boundary

Figure 25 (b). Existing hedgerow integrated into development

Figure 25 (c). Existing hedgerow forming development boundary

Figure 26. Hedgerow Creation, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.

Figure 25 (a), (b), (c). Integration of hedgerows and development, Ardee, Co.Louth
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HC20   For every tree felled within the Clonburris SDZ, a replacement tree should be planted within the SDZ. Planning proposals shall demonstrate same. This   
  ensures compliance with South Dublin County Council’s Tree Management Policy.

HC21   Preferably, all tree planting (including street planting) should be of native species. Where this is not possible, tree species should be chosen with regard to the  
  All-Ireland Pollinator Plan’s Pollinator Friendly Planting Code.

HC22  Where tree planting is proposed, multi aged canopy is preferred. Semi mature specimens will be required at strategic locations. This will help compensate for  
  the loss of mature trees across the SDZ and immediately provide nesting and feeding habitat for fauna species.

HC23   Tree planting must take into consideration the connectivity of existing ecological features (e.g. hedgerows, treelines, woodland, watercourses) within the SDZ  
  lands and planting must aim to contribute towards it. This can be achieved by, for example, planting trees and/or groups of trees relatively close to each other  
  across amenity grasslands and wildflower meadows thus providing ‘stepping stones’ for wildlife over open areas, and/or by planting treelines along streets and  
  other linear features and consequently improving green infrastructure and the overall ecological connectivity within the SDZ lands.

HC01   Planting schedules for all areas within the lands should include predominantly native species, and non-native species should be limited to specific  areas.

HC02   No invasive species listed on the Third Schedule of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 will be planted on the lands.  
  Under the regulations, to do so would constitute an offence.

HC03   Planting schedules should have regard to Invasive Species Ireland’s Amber list. Planting schedules must not include species on these lists, as they may have  
  invasive properties which would be detrimental to the overall biodiversity of the SDZ.

HC04   Where native species planting is not feasible, planting schedules should include species that provide biodiversity value (food and shelter resources) to pollina 
  tors and other fauna species. Suitable plant species can be found in the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan’s Pollinator Friendly Planting Code.

HC05   Native species should be used for formal hedging proposed within Clonburris SDZ. Suitable species include hazel Corylus avellana, wild privet Ligustrum   
  vulgare, guelder rose Viburnum opulus and yew Taxus baccata.

Figure 27.   Actions for Native Species, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.

Figure 28.  Actions for Tree Planting, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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4.4 Play and Sports Facilities

The Parks and Landscape Strategy for Clonburris 
explores play and sport provisions within the SDZ lands 
as a whole. A  range of sports facilities have been 
proposed throughout the parks. The particular amenities 
proposed are tailored to the location, size and park hub 
facilities of each park and take into account the projected 
future population of the SDZ lands.

Play areas are proposed throughout the SDZ as nature 
play areas and should be in line with the national 
children’s play policy ‘Ready Steady Play’ published 
in 2019 by the Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth, and SDCC’s policies 
and objectives on play provision including natural 
playspace provision. Spaces appropriate to varying ages 
should be designed imaginatively with natural elements 
to encourage creative play and utilise the existing 
landscape features or topography where possible. 

The requirements for play and sports facilities outlined in 
this document should be regarded as approximate and 
indicative only and are subject to agreement with South 
Dublin County Council prior to submission of planning 
applications. 

In addition to sports facilities, passive and active 
informal recreation spaces are also recommended such 
as wildflower meadows and woodland walking trails 
incorporating natural play elements.

Location of facilities close to public transport links, as 
well as pedestrian and cycle links is recommended.

Location of facilities proximate to dwellings should be 
considered, with a maximum distance of 1200m to a 
playing pitch and maximum distance of 100m to a local 
area for play (FIT Standard, UK).

To maximise value from sports facilities which are 
located adjacent to schools, the design of these facilities 
should take into consideration the usage by both the 
public and the schools.

Opportunities for additional or more varied sports 
facilities should be considered on a case by case basis.

Add-ons to the new facilities shall be provided to offer 
more diverse recreational opportunities
and provide more efficient use of the facilities (see 
Section 4.4.3).

In accordance with SDCC’s Sports Pitch Strategy, all 
pitches shall be designed to facilitate multi-use across 
different sporting codes insofar as possible.

GRIFFEEN VALLEY PARK

1 x GAA All Weather Pitch 
2 x Natural Soccer Pitches
4 x Tennis Courts

2 x Destination Play Areas 1 x Destination Play Area 1 x Destination Play Area 2 x Destination Play Areas

1 x Soccer All Weather Pitch
1 x Natural Soccer Pitches
2 x Basketball Courts

2 x Natural Soccer PitchesSPORTS

NATURAL PLAY

NA CLUAINTE / THE MEADOWS PARK NORTH NA CLUAINTE / THE MEADOWS PARK SOUTH GRAND CANAL PARK

 

Legend 

Strategic Open Space

Local Parks and Squares

Urban Spaces

Proposed All Weather Pitches

Proposed Natural Soccer Pitches

Proposed Natural Play Areas

Proposed Tennis / Basketball Courts

Figure 29. Diagram illustrating proposed distribution of play and sports facilities

Figure 30. Table of requirements for play and sports facilities within the strategic open space
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4.4.1 Active Recreation Informed by 
 Evidence Basis 

The Clonburris Parks and Landscape Strategy makes 
reference to a number of guidance documents to form 
the basis of the overall passive and active recreation 
strategy proposed. 

The Fields in Trust’s Guidance for Outdoor Sport and 
Play - Beyond the Six Acre Standard (2015) and the SDZ 
Planning Scheme have been used as main reference 
points. The South Dublin County Council County 
Development Plan 2016-2022; Sustainable Residential 
Development in Urban Areas (Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities); and, the Urban Design Manual (2009) have 
also been consulted.

Sports pitches and facilities shall be designed to a high 
quality to ensure high use, year round play in so far as 
possible. This also includes the design of areas adjacent 
to pitches to enable ease of use.

Sports Pitches and recreational facilities should be 
provided along with facilities to enable and facilitate 
their use. This includes such complementary facilities as 
training areas, changing areas, public toilets,  adjacent 
parking areas, storage areas for equipment and ancillary 
items to the facility such as goal posts, nets, ball stop 
nets, lights etc.

Provision of Sports Pitches shall be in accordance with 
SDCC’s Sports Pitch Strategy.

The design of Sports Pitches shall follow the guidance 
as set out by national Governing Bodies for the relevant 
sport and as agreed by SDCC.

Figure 31 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e). Guidance documents 
used to inform play and sports strategy.

31 (a)

31 (b)

31 (c)

31 (d)

31 (e)
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4.4.1.2 Active Recreation Guidance

In addition to relevant planning policy, a number 
of guidance documents have been reviewed and 
considered in generating the sports facilities in open 
spaces required as set out in this Parks and Landscape 
Strategy.

Fields in Trust

Fields in Trust’s quantitative benchmark guidelines 
for the provision of open space includes designated 
play areas, all outdoor sports, MUGAs and informal 
open space such as gardens and semi-natural areas. 
These guidelines should not be interpreted as minimum 
or maximum quantums, rather to be used to guide 
proposals and take account of local circumstances, 
such as accessibility from all dwellings.  The guidance 
recommends quality design to maintain longevity and 
encourage continued use.
Urban Design Manual

Urban Design Manual published by the Department 
of Heritage, Environment and Local Government, 
2009 outlines a best practice guide stating that open 
space should be clearly defined, accessible and open 
to all. Nonetheless it does not provide quantitative 
recommendations in terms of size or allocation 
measures. The document advocates high qualitative 
standards and states that “the most successful 
neighbourhoods contain streets, squares, parks 
and public gardens that are as good quality, if not 
better, than the private buildings and spaces within 
the neighbourhood. A neighbourhood …. of ordinary 
buildings can be transformed through improvements to 
the public realm.”

SDCC Sports Pitch Strategy 2020

The Sports Pitch Strategy (2020) commissioned by 
SDCC assesses the current provision of playing pitches 
and their suitability to the demographic profile, current 
and projected, in South Dublin County Council.

A number of existing sports facilities were investigated 
in detail (soccer, GAA, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics) 
and upgrade and maintenance works and provision of 
storage and changing room facilities across a number of 
sites to better serve the growing memberships of each 
sport, have been proposed.

It is assumed that the residential development of 
Clonburris will have an impact on the surrounding 
existing facilities. The Sports Pitch Strategy states the 
following planned and imminent facilities for future 
development to include provision of new grass and All-
Weather Grass Pitches (AGPs): 

•  Dodder Valley Mt Carmel 
 1 athletics track, 1 soccer pitch 

•  Adamstown SDZ parks 
 1 multi-sport sized AGP, 
 1 GAA sized pitch
 1 cricket pitch
 
•  Clonburris SDZ parks
 1 multi-sport sized AGP
 1 soccer sized AGP
 5 soccer pitches

•  Kiltipper Park Phase 2
 1 GAA sized pitch as part of draft plans

While there are a range of quantitative suggestions for 
sports facility provision found in the guidance documents 
consulted, the overriding recommendation across 
all has been quality and efficiency, particularly with 
regard to optimising the use of shared facilities such as 
AGPs. Maximum use of a single facility which is shared 
by a number of sporting groups is considered more 
sustainable and efficient than multiple facilities for single 
use sports.

The Sports Pitch Strategy supports this view. It considers 
AGPs as a community asset which can support many 
segments of the population, offering a multi-sport 
approach. Pitches should be considered as part of the 
development of new residential areas as typically there 
is an increase in younger population associated with new 
development. 

4.4.1.1 Planning Policy Guidance

South Dublin County Council CDP 2016-2022

The South Dublin County Council County Development 
Plan (CDP) 2016-2022 contains a number of policies 
and objectives which relate to the maintenance and 
upgrade of existing sports and recreation facilities in 
the county, as well as the provision of new amenities, 
particularly in growth or new development areas.

Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme

The recommendations for recreational open space 
contained in the Clonburris SDZ Planning Scheme state 
that main active outdoor recreation facilities are be 
largely accommodated in: Griffeen Valley Park, Grand 
Canal Park and Na Cluainte Park and that they be 
complimented by local play facilities. 

Recreation facilities should be connected by pedestrian 
and cycle links, and should have connectivity with 
existing and proposed residential neighbourhoods.

Open spaces within the SDZ lands require recreation 
facilities which are designed to be well lit, well 
overlooked, legible and accessible.

Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas

Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable 
Residential Development in Urban Areas (Cities, Towns 
and Villages) suggest that “assessing open space 
requirements on a population basis can be difficult 
due to the unpredictability of occupancy rates … Case 
studies also indicate that, where existing recreational 
facilities are available … public open space provision on 
a strictly population basis is not appropriate”. 

The quantum for open space guided by the SRDUA is 
2-2.5 ha. per 1000 population which equates to a total of 
44-55 ha. for the Clonburris lands.

These guidelines highlight the importance of qualitative 
standards in open space design including providing for 
accessibility, biodiversity, SUDS and allotments and 
community gardens. 

Design of open space should be suitably proportioned 
and provide for a variety of users and uses with active 
and passive recreation amenities. Variety in the types of 
open space should be provided having regard to existing 
facilities in the area.
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4.4.2 Application of a Quantitative Standard

A number of guidance documents have been consulted 
and analysis of existing facilities have been carried out to 
form the basis of the sport and play provisions within the 
Clonburris SDZ.

The Fields in Trust (FIT) recommended guidelines 
suggest a provision of:

2.15 ha. per 1,000 population for sports and playing 
pitches, which includes play areas and other outdoor 
provision such as MUGAs and skate parks. 

A total of 26.4 ha. is required for playing pitches 
according to FIT standards and while this quantity 
has not been achieved, high quality and high amenity 
facilities have been proposed. All guidance documents 
acknowledge that while quantitative standards are good, 
focus should be shifted to the QUALITY of open space 
provided. 

Mitigation for the deficit in playing pitch quantums is 
proposed in the form of add-ons to the new facilities. 
This will offer more diverse recreational opportunities 
and provide more efficient use of the facilities (see 
4.4.3).

 

Recommended by FIT
(Fields in Trust UK)

Proposed in Parks and 
Landscape Strategy

 

6.6 ha.

0.2

6.4

 
QUANTITY

 
EQUIPPED / DESIGNATED 

PLAY AREAS

 
QUANTITY

 
SPORTS / PLAYING PITCHES

 

26.4 ha.

 

7.6

18.8

 
TOTAL

 
FORMAL OUTDOOR SPACE

 
OTHER OUTDOOR PROVISION 

(MUGAS / SKATE PARKS)

 
QUANTITY

 

5.5 ha.

2.6 ha.

2.9

 

38.5

10.4

28.1Deficit

Figure 32. Table showing comparison (in ha.) of quantitative standards 



20

33 (d) Play space in grounds of GAA complex, 
Castlebridge, Wexford

33 (a) Training wall and additional training spaces, Sarsfields GAA, Cork 33 (b) Additional structure at perimeter on All Weather pitch, UK

4.4.3 New facilities

It is recommended that the development of new sports 
pitches incorporates quality, durable elements which will 
sustain a high user rate. These include:

- well designed and constructed grass pitches with 
quality draining to allow high usage through the seasons

- additional areas in All Weather pitches, such as under 
age training zones, built into the larger pitch space

- ball walls for ball-handling and training

- handball court/s which also serve as training spaces

- specialised, high-grade surface which is multi-
functional 

- creative additional sports structures built into perimeter

- a walking/running track around the perimeter

- pedestrian, cycle and vehicle access points with clearly 
marked parking spaces for both bicycles and cars

- support structures such as changing rooms/storage 
rooms/toilets

- well designed lighting suitable for sports activity

- secure and durable boundary treatment

- play spaces proximate to pitches and training areas

In the case of the sports facilities located in Griffeen 
Park Extension and Na Cluainte South, each individual 
area should be separated but connected through an 
overarching, consistent design. This achieves the feeling 
of a sports ‘campus’, and when linked through the use 
of public walkways, outdoor facilities and the natural 
environment, can create an inclusive feeling. 

33 (e) Hurling training using wall at Inniscarra GAA, County Cork

33 (c) Ball wall built into local topography

33 (f) Ball walls built into fenced All Weather pitch and walking track 
around perimeter, Kildalkey GAA, Meath

Figure 33 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) showing precedents of value-added sports facilities



21

4.4.4 Play Distribution

A hierarchical network of children’s play facilities catering 
for varying ages within reasonable travelling distances 
from home has been established. The hierarchy of 
provision is based on providing frequent smaller play 
areas for younger children close to their homes and less 
frequent, larger play facilities for older children further 
away. Locations of Destination, Neighbourhood and 
Young Children’s play have been shown indicatively on 
the diagram in this section.  

3 sq. m. of play space activity area per new residential 
unit should be provided within the SDZ lands (SDCC 
Draft Planning Guidance on the Provision of Children’s 
Play Facilities in New Developments 2006). Taking 
the target figure of total dwelling units planned within 
Clonburris, this amounts to an area of 2.8 ha. play 
space. 2.6 ha. of this has been located within strategic 
open space and local parks, while the rest should be 
accommodated for as part of communal open space 
within development areas.

A play map and a play design rationale should be 
submitted for all planning applications within the SDZ 
lands, unless otherwise agreed with SDCC.  

All proposals for residential development should be 
within the designated walking distances of each type of 
play space as set out below:

Young Children’s Play: 
2 minute walking distance (200m radius)

Neighbourhood Play: 
5 minute walking distance (400m radius)

Destination Play: 
10 minute walking distance (800m radius)

If residential development is in excess of the above 
distances then additional play-spaces shall be required 
to be delivered within that development.

The play map should be in line with the principles set out 
in the Parks and Landscape Strategy. It should indicate 
types of play, age groups catered for and the areas 
where play is to be located. 

2 min. walk radius

Young children’s play 

5 min. walk radius

Neighbourhood play 

10 min. walk radius

Destination play Figure 34. Diagram showing various walking distances to play areas
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4.4.4.1 Play Provision and Facilities 

All play spaces are to be designed imaginatively with 
natural elements to encourage creative play and utilise 
the existing landscape features of topography where 
possible. Destination play, situated within strategic 
open space, will cater for a wide age range from young 
children to older children and teenagers. 

In addition to low key natural play features and 
equipment suitable for toddlers and young children, 
the spaces will incorporate sensory play and larger 
combination play equipment and dynamic play. 

Equipment suitable for teenagers will also be provided 
such as basketball ‘half’ courts with hoops, games walls 
and associated areas for sitting, watching and talking 
with friends. 

Play provision in local parks and communal open space 
will complement play provided within strategic parks. 

Neighbourhood play areas will cater for children up to 8 
years of age who live within maximum 5 minute walking 
distance from the play area. They will provide a mix of 
natural play equipment and sensory play, incorporating 
seating as part of the play area. In addition to those, 
smaller informal natural play areas will be provided for 
young children, catering for toddlers and young children 
up to 6 years of age. These need to be within close 
proximity to dwellings and can be incorporated within 
communal open space if required. 

HIERARCHY OF PLAY FACILITIES

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAY
5 minute walk

YOUNG CHILDREN’S PLAY
2 minute walk

DESTINATION PLAY
10 minute walk

AGE GROUP

LOCATION

TYPES OF PLAY

Up to 6 years of age 2 - 8 years of age All age groups including older 
children and teenagers

Play to be provided within close 
proximity to dwellings. This type 
of play should be provided in 
local parks or incorporated into 
communal open space where 
required

Low key natural play features and 
equipment suitable for toddlers 
and young children. 
Seating to be incorporated as 
part of play area

Play area to be provided within 
local parks. Neighbourhood play 
areas can incorporate young 
children’s play

A mix of low key natural play 
features suitable for toddlers and 
young children and combination 
and sensory play should be 
provided. Seating should also be 
incorporated as part of play area   

This type of play area should be 
located within local public parks. 
Play facilities catering for a wide 
age range should be provided

A mix of natural play equipment 
and equipment for older children 
and teenagers such as games 
walls, basketball ‘half’ courts with 
hoops, and associated areas for 
sitting, watching and talking with 
friends should be provided. Play 
elements should include larger 
combination play equipment and 
dynamic play 

36 (c) Example of dynamic play
Stonor Park, England

36 (b) Example of combination and sensory play
Canon Hall Farm, England

36 (d) Example of equipment for older children
Box Hill Gardens, Melbourne

36 (a)Example of low key natural play 
Filothei-Psychiko, Athens

Figure 35. Table illustrating heirarchy of play facilities

Figure 36 (a), (b), (c), (d), various natural play precedents, and play precedents for older children
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4.5  Park Hubs

Park Hubs shall be provided in accordance with the SDZ 
scheme. Park Hubs are a separate and complementary 
provision to the park facilities  within the scheme. A 
District Level Park Hub shall be provided at Clonburris 
Little and 3 no. smaller park hubs shall be provided at 
Grange, Cappagh and Gallanstown. 

Park Hubs are designated to correspond to the 
local nodes at Grange, Clonburris Little, Cappagh 
and Gallanstown and are located adjacent to open 
space provision. The Park Hub designation facilitates 
complementary floorspace required for the adjacent park 
such as changing rooms, meeting rooms, storage space 
etc. 

A district level provision of recreation facilities shall be 
located adjacent to Barony Park South as part of the 
Clonburris Little Local Node. This facility may be shared 
with schools and should accommodate meeting rooms, 
sports hall, changing rooms, playground & flexible 
community space in a purpose built building(s) of a 
minimum gross floor space of 1,500 sqm. 

The Park Hubs shall be located adjacent to the Barony 
Park South, Barony Park North, Griffeen Valley Park 
and Grand Canal Park at Clonburris Little, Gallanstown, 
Grange and Cappagh local nodes.

4.6 Park Structures

Small scale park structures, which differ from park hubs, 
are proposed within the strategic open spaces and will 
host activities for the residents and visitors including rest, 
viewing, performance and environmental connection. 
The design and function of park structures should draw 
inspiration from the surrounding environment such as 
landscape, light, materials and colour.

Robust materiality and construction should be 
considered and if possible, structures should be located 
in areas which receive regular and high volume foot 
traffic and/or passive viewing. The structures should 
engage the user in a positive way and enhance the 
interaction between people and the natural environment.

The Grand Canal, as a pNHA, and ‘green spine’, would 
benefit from well designed thresholds, hosting park 
structures, between it and strategic open spaces.

Three park structures are proposed within this strategy:
- Griffeen Valley Park Extension
- Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park North
- Grand Canal Park

The location and quantity of park structures is indicative 
only and is subject to agreement with South Dublin 
County Council.

38 (c) Bird watching hut, Kinross, 
Scotland, by ICOSIS

38 (b) Nature watching shelter, Iceland, 
by Biotope Architecture

38 (d) Bird watching / information 
point, East Point, Toronto, by PLAN

38 (a) Bird watching hut, 
Varanger, Norway 

Indicative urban hub locations 

Figure 37. Showing location of hubs in Clonburris SDZ lands, from Clonburris Planning Scheme 2019, 
                 and structures proposed in this Parks and Landscape Strategy

Figure 38 (a), (b), (c), (d), various park structures precedents

Indicative proposed park structure locations

Indicative proposed park hub locations

LEGEND



24

*

*

*

Legend 

Attenuation Pond 

Detention Basin

Below Ground Attenuation

4.7 Surface Water and Wastewater Management

Surface water and flood risk management strategies have 
been designed into the Clonburris Parks and Landscape 
Strategy. Generally, a train of SuDS measures focused 
on collection, conveyance, storage, and treatment will 
be required within individual developments in order 
to minimise surface water run-off in accordance with 
Planning Scheme requirements. These shall be designed 
to enhance the public realm and biodiversity value across 
the SDZ, see Figures for examples. Strategic open space 
will accommodate SUDS measures such as attenuation 
ponds, detention basins and below ground attenuation. 
These have been integrated into the overall open space 
strategy for Clonburris and will contribute to the amenity 
and ecological value of the parks and open spaces. 
Further to the necessary surface water management, the 
SUDS features across the lands will form part of the high 
quality open space and will feature landscape elements 
such as walkways, planting, wetlands and habitats. 
Additional SUDS features will be designed into the streets, 
public spaces and open space network in accordance with 
the SDZ Planning Scheme. The sustainable management 
of surface water has been designed to ensure that there 
is no unacceptable residual risk of flooding to each 
development site, mitigating against increased flood risk 
and managing the amount of surface water entering the 
local piped sewer system and watercourses. 

The type, design and location of attenuation has been 
agreed with South Dublin County Council and a detailed 
Surface Water Management Plan has been prepared 
by DBFL Consulting Engineers on behalf of Clonburris 
Infrastructure Ltd., outlining proposed measures. Specific 
details of SUDS features such as green roofs, tree pits, 
permeable paving and ponds have also been included. 
In addition to the Surface Water Management Plan, 
detailed wastewater services plans has been produced in 
accordance with the SDZ Planning Scheme requirements, 
including measures to control odour, surface water cross 
connections and storage tanks to prevent pollution in 
relation to pumping stations. 

Surface Water Drainage proposals at planning application 
stage will be designed and constructed in accordance 
with SDCC’s Sustainable Drainage Systems Explanatory 
Design and Evaluation Guide (as superceded) and the 
Clonburris Surface Water Management Plan. 

Within the SDZ all Developments shall provide 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) that 
maximise the amenity, water cleansing and biodiversity 
value of these systems. All proposed pumping stations will 
be designed in accordance with the SDZ Scheme and will 
be subject to written agreement by the relevant sections of 
SDCC. All such structures shall contribute positively to the 
environment in which they are located.

40 (a) Swale as drainage strip between residential and road 40 (b) Swale/attenuation in open space 40 (c) Rain garden between footpath and road

Figure 40 (a), (b), (c), various SuDS precedents

Figure 39. Diagram illustrating surface water and pumping station infrastructure within or adjacent to open space
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5 Landscape Design of Strategic Parks

A set of design principles have been developed for the 
four strategic parks. Planning applications for each park 
area should have regard to the design principles outlined 
for each park. 

A sample design for each park has also been provided to 
illustrate how the design principles might be interpreted 
into a detail design. The sample designs for each park 
have also informed a cost plan for the joint infrastructure 
works within the entire Clonburris SDZ lands.

These designs are indicative only. The design of 
the parks and location of park elements, such as 
playing pitches, flood lighting of All-Weather pitches, 
play spaces, materials, design of bridges and other 
infrastructure, etc. will have to be carefully considered 
at planning application stage. It may be necessary to re-
locate features within the parks other than as shown in 
the diagrams, based on the requirements of the site and 
co-ordination with the Biodiversity Management Plan.

Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park (North)

Grand Canal Park

Griffeen Valley Park 
(extension)

Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park (South)

Figure 41. Diagram showing strategic parks
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5.1 Griffeen Valley Park (Extension)

Griffeen Valley Park is noted in the Clonburris SDZ 
Planning Scheme as a ‘high quality flagship park’.

The existing Griffeen Valley Park on the north side of the 
railway line has an established open parkland character 
with attenuation areas and the Griffeen River which is 
rich in biodiversity. It is recommended that the extension 
of this park to the south of the railway line continues with 
the principles established in the existing park north of the 
railway line. 

A park hub building is proposed at the south-east 
entrance of the park and will have facilities for changing 
rooms, public toilets, etc. to be agreed. Quality surface 
material such as natural stone is proposed to act as 
a threshold between the built environment and the 
parkland. 

Sports facilities comprised of natural and artificial 
surfaces and hosting a variety of sports are to be 
managed by the on-site administration from the 
community hub building. 

The Griffeen Stream should be integrated within the 
park’s open space design where possible. 

Children’s play areas within the park should be designed 
as natural play spaces and where possible take 
inspiration from the existing landscape, e.g. miniature 
water features mimicking canal structures, and employ 
the use of natural materials such as wood and stone 
where appropriate.

A large attenuation area with a straight edge to gain 
maximum cubic capacity with greater depth is proposed. 
Organic and naturalistic edges should also be included 
to the attenuation area with suitable wetland planting to 
promote biodiversity. 

Hedgerows which have been marked for retention 
should be managed as part of the park’s maintenance 
programme. Trees and a shrubby understorey form the 
main vertical structure of a hedgerow and are suitable 
roosting and feeding zones for birds/bats/insects, while 
the grassy margins provide food and shelter for small 
mammals/insects.

In areas of hedgerow where it is appropriate, copses can 
be developed and managed, with pathways between the 
new planting and existing hedgerow to allow the user a 
canopy experience.

42 (a) Football Centre La Tuilière, Lausanne, Switzerland

42 (c) Chiswick Park Cafe, United Kingdom 42 (d) Attenuation pond and linear plaza, Honey Park Residential Development, Dun Laoghaire

42 (b) Parc de la Thalie, France

Figure 42 (a), (b), (c), (d). Examples of open space character  proposed for Griffeen Park
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5.1.1 Griffeen Valley Park (extension) 
 Outline Design Principles

The following outline design principles should guide the 
design of the park. An indicative design for this park is 
included as an appendix to this report. 

• Existing canal habitat retained and extended

• Existing woodland retained

• Existing Griffeen river habitat retained and enhanced

• Hayden’s lane and hedgerows retained and 
incorporated

• Mixed planting to railway corridor retained and 
improved

• Proposed central attenuation area

• Proposed entrance plaza 

• Proposed community building incorporating 
changing rooms & cafe

• Reduce impact of road crossing within park design

• Existing 110KV High Voltage Line retained

• Proposed natural play areas 

 2 X Destination Play

• Proposed zone for formal sports facilities
 
 1 X all-weather pitch 140m x 90m
 
 2 X natural soccer pitches 90m x 50m

 4 X tennis courts

The requirements for play and sports facilities should be 
a minimum provision only, locations shown are regarded 
as approximate and indicative only and are subject to 
agreement with South Dublin County Council.
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Figure 43.  Diagram of Griffeen Valley Park, illustrating the main landscape design principles NTS.
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5.2 Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park North

Na Cluainte (The Meadows Park) North is formed by 
the alignment of the existing barony hedgerow which 
is proposed to be retained and forms the basis of this 
park’s design strategy.

The barony hedgerow,  which runs in a general north-
south alignment centrally through the SDZ lands, takes 
a change of direction in this part of the site and is to be 
retained within the open space. Pedestrian and cycle 
routes through this space should weave through and 
alongside the hedgerow, using the barony hedgerow 
alignment to create sub-spaces for active and passive 
recreation.

Attenuation should be considered in this park, to be 
used as an area of amenity and recreation, with suitable 
planting of native species to tolerate fluctuating water 
levels. Swales, to act as part of a SUDS strategy and 
delineate spaces, will form part of the design.

Access from Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park (South) 
is achieved via a pedestrian bridge over the rail line. A 
linear plaza, to transition between the road and the park, 
will be of quality surface material with soft landscape 
elements and seating, creating a series of sub spaces 
within this area. An attenuation area with a straight edge 
to gain maximum cubic capacity is proposed with a linear 
plaza-like space to transition from road to water-based 
parkland.

44 (c) Solar City, Linz, Austria

44 (a) Integrated Natural Play at Landscape Park Wetzgau, Germany

44 (d) Attenuation pond with wetland planting, Welland Canal Park

44 (b) Chaussons Garden, Gennevilliers, France

Figure 44 (a), (b), (c), (d). Examples of open space character  proposed for Na Cluainte North Park



29

5.2.1 Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park North 
 Outline Design Principles

The following outline design principles should guide 
the design of the park. An indicative design for this 
park is included as an appendix to this report.

• Existing barony hedgerow retained 

• Proposed large attenuation area

• Proposed spine route adjacent to existing barony 
hedgerow 

• Integration of proposed pedestrian bridge over 
railway

• Proposed informal sports / kick-about area

• 1 X Destination Play in the form of natural play 
elements integrated along Existing barony 
hedgerow corridor

The requirements for play and sports facilities should 
be regarded as minimum provision only, locations 
shown are approximate and indicative only and 
are subject to agreement with South Dublin county 
council.
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Figure 45.  Diagram of Na Cluainte North Park, illustrating the main landscape design principles NTS.
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5.3 Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park South

A strategically located park which will have a number of 
playing pitches and a natural play space, will support the 
nearby schools and community hub. Linking Na Cluainte 
/ The Meadows Park (North) with the canal, this park 
acts as an important pivot within the SDZ lands both 
ecologically and spatially.

The existing barony hedgerow from Na Cluainte / The 
Meadows Park (North) continues into this park and 
creates a strong natural element from which the park can 
be designed.

A number of access points into the park have been 
identified and are strategically located to tie in with 
surrounding infrastructure and the wider parks and 
landscape strategy. Large threshold spaces will consist 
of high quality surface material, such as natural stone, 
and transition into pathways of other, suitable material. 
Access from the community hub building to the east of 
the park should be pedestrian dominated, with a shared 
surface street or large raised table. 

46 (b) Cessinger Park46 (a) Football Centre La Tuilière, Lausanne, Switzerland

46 (c) Musee de Louvre, France 46 (d) Biodiverse hedgerow with uncut verge

Figure 46 (a), (b), (c), (d). Examples of open space character  proposed for Na Cluainte South Park
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5.3.1 Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park South  
 Outline Design Principles

The following outline design principles should guide the 
design of the park. An indicative design for this park is 
included as an appendix to this report.

• Existing canal habitat retained and extended

• Existing barony hedgerow retained 

• Existing central hedgerow retained

• Proposed spine route adjacent to existing barony 
hedgerow 

• Integration of proposed pedestrian bridge over 
railway

• Integration of proposed pedestrian bridge over canal

• Reduce impact of road crossing within park design

• Proposed informal sports area north of canal

• Proposed natural play areas 

 1 X Destination Play

• Proposed zone for formal sports facilities
 
 1 X all-weather pitch 60m x 40m
 
 1 X natural soccer pitch 90m x 50m

 2 X basketball courts

The requirements for play and sports facilities should 
be regarded as minimum provision only, locations are 
approximate and indicative only and are subject to 
agreement with South Dublin County Council.

INFO
RM

AL SPO
RTS AREA

FORMAL SPORTS

COMMUNITY BUILDING 
LOCATION SHOWN  AS 
INDICATIVE ONLY.
PARK HUB TO BE PROVIDED AS 
PER PLANNING SCHEME.

CREATE STRONG 
PEDESTRIAN LINK TO 
COMMUNITY BUILDING

CENTRAL SPINE ROUTE ADJACENT 
TO EXISTING BARONY HEDGEROW

PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE OVER RAILWAY

REDUCE IMPACT OF ROAD 
CROSSING PARK

STRATEGIC GREEN ROUTE

EXISTIN
G

 BAR
O

N
Y H

ED
G

ER
O

W
 R

ETAIN
ED

EXISTING BARONY HEDGEROW RETAINED

PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE OVER CANAL

PROTECT, REINFORCE AND EXTEND CANAL HABITAT AND PLANTING

EXISTING HEDGEROW
 RETAINED

Figure 47.  Diagram of Na Cluainte South Park, illustrating the main landscape design principles NTS.
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5.4 Grand Canal Park

Encompassing both the north and south side of the canal 
banks, and open space to the south east, the ecology 
of this park is of significant importance. In particular, the 
existing habitat along the northern edge of the boundary 
east of Na Cluainte / The Meadows Park (South), have 
been designated as being of ecological value, and 
should be protected from casual human occupation/
interference.

The Omer Lock House, well located on the northern 
banks of the canal, with a south-facing aspect, provides 
a unique opportunity to create a cafe on the canal bank 
with attention paid to the ecology zones surrounding 
the building. The lighting and positioning of recreational 
facilities will need to be carefully considered with regard 
to the ecological value of the Grand Canal pNHA.

Currently the open space to the south-east of the 
canal is operated under the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan, 
therefore any meadow areas which  remain following 
development should continue to adhere to a pollinator-
friendly planting regime.

Sports pitches and play areas for different age groups 
provide active amenity spaces.

Existing residential developments to the south of the 
park have a number of access points to the park and 
these will consist of high quality surface material.

The strategic routes throughout the park should take 
into account the Grand Canal proposed Natural Heritage 
Area (pNHA) and local access points should be carefully 
considered and coordinated with a qualified arborist and 
ecologist. 

48 (c) Entrance Threshold, Normand Park, London

48 (a) Montevrain Park, Paris

48 (d) Drapers Field, London

48 (b) Clockwise from top; timber fitness equipment, Wandsworth, London; 
fitness equipment, Sandymount, Dublin; fitness equipment, Waterstown Park, 
Dublin

Figure 48 (a), (b), (c), (d). Examples of open space character  proposed for Grand Canal Park



5.4.1 Grand Canal Park 
 Outline Design Principles

The following outline design principles should guide the 
design of the park. An indicative design for this park is 
included as an appendix to this report. 

• Existing southern canal habitat retained and 
extended

• Existing northern canal habitat retained and 
enhanced

• Appropriate access to the northern tow path of the 
Grand Canal shall be carefully designed, in particular 
access to areas of sensitivity shall be avoided

• Proposed refurbishment of Omer’s lock house as 
cafe & community facilities

• Integrate 2 x proposed pedestrian bridges over canal 
to link with parks to north

• Proposed  2 x attenuation area

• Proposed entrance nodes

• Proposed natural play areas 

 1 X Destination Play

• 2 X informal play  / kick-about areas on northern  
park boundary

• Proposed zone for formal sports facilities
 
 2 X natural soccer pitches
 90m x 50m
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Figure 49. Diagram of Grand Canal Park, illustrating the main landscape design principles (NTS)
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6 Local Parks and Urban Squares

In addition to strategic open space, a series of local 
parks and squares have been located within the SDZ 
lands, providing a hierarchy of high quality multi-
functional open space with reference to the Design 
Criteria for local parks and squares in the SDZ Planning 
Scheme, Table 2.10.2:

“Objective to:

• serve the needs of residential areas
• provide everyday, local level amenity needs
• include a mix of smaller scale passive and active 

amenity facilities
• include local level SuDS function
• assist in local legibility and placemaking”

A set of design principles have been developed for the 
local parks and urban squares within Clonburris SDZ 
area. Planning applications for each park area shall have 
regard to the design principles outlined on the following 
pages.  

Figure 50. Diagram of location of urban parks and squares.
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6.1 Local Parks

Local parks will provide resident amenities at 
neighbourhood level, complimenting the amenity 
provision within strategic parks and should be guided by 
the Design Criteria for local parks and squares, Table 
2.10.2 in the SDZ Planning Scheme. The following 
outline design principles should guide the design of local 
parks:

• Retention and enhancement of existing trees, 
hedgerows and vegetation where possible

• Proposed natural play areas for children up to 8 
years of age

• Proposed smaller sports facilities, such as multi-use 
games areas and informal kick-abouts

• Proposed seating

• Proposed swales and bio-retention areas to be 
incorporated into the landscape

• Proposed formal and informal tree planting 
arrangement to create distinct character

The requirements for play and sports facilities should be 
regarded as minimum, locations shown are approximate 
and indicative only and are subject to agreement with 
South Dublin County Council.

52 (c) De Deeltuin Residential Park, Utrecht, Netherlands52 (a) Street at Arkadien, Winnenden, Germany
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52 (b) Reeves Park play area, St. Andrew’s, London, UK

Figure 52 (a), (b), (c). Precedent Figures showing character proposed for local parks

Figure 51. Diagram of local park, illustrating the main landscape design principles (NTS)
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6.2 Urban Squares

Urban Squares have been located in the urban centres 
of Kishoge and Clonburris in the SDZ Planning Scheme, 
close to major transport interchanges and will take into 
consideration the Design Criteria for Urban Squares, 
Table 2.10.3 in the SDZ Planning Scheme:

“Objective to:

• provide the central public space and the focus of 
public life and activities in Clonburris Urban Centre 
as part of the retail core

• provide the focus for social and economic life of 
Clonburris

• provide a legible and distinctive focal space with 
associated pedestrian streets

• provide local focal space for mixed use in the urban 
centres

• to provide for a range of business and social 
activities”

These squares will act as focal points for local, district 
and wider bus, cycle and pedestrian movement. The 
urban spaces will be designed to the highest quality 
and will incorporate local, district and wider bus, cycle 
and pedestrian movement. The urban squares shall be 
designed with the following outline design principles in 
mind: 

• Use of high quality hard landscape materials

• Provision of high quality street furniture and lighting 

• Proposed central space accommodating a wide 
range of uses

• Proposed seating

• Proposed focal point to create distinct character

• Proposed tree planting to edges

• Managed vehicular access for loading and 
emergency services

54 (a) Darling Square, Sydney, Australia 54 (b) New Street in Böblingen, Germany
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Architect. If the drawing includes conflicting details/dimensions the matter must
be referred to the Landscape Architect. All dimensions must be checked on site.
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discrepencies before work proceeds.
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Figure 54 (a), (b), (c). Precedent Figures showing character proposed for urban squares

Figure 53.  Diagram of urban square, illustrating the main landscape design principles (NTS)

54 (c) New Street in Böblingen, Germany
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7 Strategic Routes and Green Corridors

The proposed strategic routes and local links will 
create a network between open spaces. The SDZ 
Planning Scheme has planned these to incorporate 
existing green infrastructure elements of the lands 
including hedgerows and watercourses, forming 
biodiversity corridors. 

Existing green infrastructure elements at other 
locations shall be retained where possible to develop 
smaller scale ecological links that can link to the 
strategic and local green corridors.

Replacement and/or new planting is to be made to 
maintain green links. Existing vegetation is to be 
retained where possible and carefully managed in 
accordance with the specifications of a qualified 
arborist. Additional planting is to be incorporated 
to supplement loss of vegetation and to improve 
the proportion of native species on site. Where 
connections are required to be made through existing 
hedgerows, all works are to be coordinated with 
an arborist and ecologist as part of the planning 
application process. 

A green bridge, as proposed in the SDZ Planning 
Scheme, will  connect the proposed extension of 
Griffeen Valley Park, north of the rail line, to open 
space south of the rail line. The green bridge will 
serve as a significant link between strategic open 
spaces and provide biodiversity connectivity . 

This drawing is the copyright of the Landscape Architect. Unless otherwise
stated all dimensions are in millimetres. Where dimensions are not given,
drawings must not be scaled and the matter must be referred to the Landscape
Architect. If the drawing includes conflicting details/dimensions the matter must
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The Landscape Architect must be informed, by the Contractor, of any
discrepencies before work proceeds.

DATE REV. DESCRIPTION
DRAWN
BY:

CHECKED
BY:NOTES:

NORTH

REVISION

ISSUE STATUS:

1st ISSUE

DRAWING NO.

DRAWN BY CHECKED BY

CLIENT:

PROJECT:

DRAWING:
PROJECT NO

  

SCALE SHEET SIZE

MALPAS STREET BLACKPITTS D08 DD56 IRELAND T:+353 1 4545148 WWW.DERMOTFOLEY.COM

A1

--

Information

--

Conburris Infrastructure Ltd

Clonburris

-

Cl.11 1:5000 JS

- - - - -

Figure 55. Diagram showing strategic routes and corridors
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7.1 Strategic Routes

Strategic routes provide connections between 
strategic parks. They will incorporate existing green 
corridors and accommodate safe and attractive 
pedestrian and cycle connections and refer to the 
Design Criteria for strategic routes, Table 2.10.4, SDZ 
Planning Scheme:

“Objectives to:

• provide routes connecting strategic open spaces
• incorporate existing strategic corridors
• accommodate strategic routes
• provide for strategic movement routes
• protect and enhance biodiversity
“
The Railway Ecological Corridor and the Grand Canal 
Ecological Corridor are the two main routes to be 
provided. A number of pedestrian and cycle bridges 
have also been proposed as part of the SDZ Planning 
Scheme, ensuring north-west connections.

The following outline design principles should guide 
the design of strategic routes: 

• Retention and enhancement of existing trees, 
hedgerows and vegetation where possible 

• Provision of safe cycle and pedestrian routes

• Proposed new pedestrian and cycle bridges

• Provision of seating and amenity areas 

• Sensitive lighting provision (if required), including 
coordination with an ecologist

• Managed vehicular access for loading and 
emergency services

Figure 56. Feyssine Park, Agibat, France
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Figure 57. Grand Canal corridor at Clonburris SDZ lands

Figure 58. Cessinger Park, Luxembourg City, Luxembourg

SOUTHERN TOW PATH NORTHERN TOW PATH

7.2 Grand Canal Corridor

The canal channel and its banks on either side are 
part of the Grand Canal proposed Natural Heritage 
Area (pNHA) of national biodiversity importance, 
providing a very important east-west ecological 
connection from Dublin City to western regions of 
the country. The existing vegetation within the zone 
is to be retained, enhanced, and, where possible, 
extended into the parks. The existing vegetation north  
of the canal is of particular importance.

The protection of the pNHA is of strategic importance 
for the Parks and Landscape Strategy. Proposals 
along the grand canal corridor need to be discussed 
in detail with South Dublin County Council, National 
Parks and Wildlife Service and Waterways Ireland.

The northern tow path to the Grand Canal is to be 
maintained and enhanced. The intention is to retain 
the informal pedestrian track route and concentrate 
pedestrian and cycle movement along the southern 
tow path. Lighting and benches, bins and other 
furniture can be considered for the southern tow path, 
however, the recommendations of the Biodiversity 
Management Plan should be followed. 

Any proposed works including footpath surfacing or 
access points through the existing vegetation north 
of the existing northern tow path are to be subject 
to detailed discussions with South Dublin County 
Council and will require:

- ecological surveys

- arborist survey

- consultation with National Parks and Wildlife Service

- consultation with Waterways Ireland

- site walks with all relevant stakeholders

HR04   Development must be set back from the Grand Canal
   1. All buildings must be set back 50m from the Grand Canal pNHA boundary
   2. Other development (with the exception of footpaths and bridges) must be set back 30m from the Grand Canal pNHA boundary
   3. Any proposed works including footpath surfacing or access points through the existing vegetation north of the existing northern tow    
   path are to be subject to detailed discussions with South Dublin County Council and will require:
    - ecological surveys
    - arborist survey
    - consultation with National Parks and Wildlife Service
    - consultation with Waterways Ireland
    - site walks with relevant stakeholders, if necessary.
  Footpaths and bridges may be constructed within the pNHA boundary with regard to actions HR06 and HR07 below

HR05   Prior to any works, watercourses will be fenced off at a minimum distance of 10m from the watercourse bank in order to maintain a biodiversity protection zone
  of not less than 10 metres from the top of the bank 

HR06   Where construction works are planned in the vicinity of the Grand Canal and Griffeen River no storage / stockpiling of materials or machinery    
  or construction works activities (except for those required to construct footpaths or bridges) will be  produced. This is to protect the habitats
  associated with the Grand Canal and Griffeen River. undertaken within 50m of the watercourse. Where construction works will take place within 50m of a
  watercourse, a risk assessment must be carried out on a case-by-case basis by a suitably qualified ecologist in order to determine if the works will require   
  a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) outlining how the watercourse will be protected during works must be produced. This is to protect the  
  habitats associated with the Grand Canal and Griffeen River.

HR07   Where other works e.g. footpath maintenance must take place within 10m of the edge of a watercourse or tributary thereof, a risk assessment 
  should be carried out on a case-by-case basis by a suitably qualified ecologist in order to determine if the works will require a Construction    
  Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) outlining how pollution of watercourses during and after the construction period will be prevented and    
  / or mitigated. If a substantial risk is identified, the CEMP must be developed in consultation with Inland Fisheries Ireland at application stage where   
  feasible.
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Figure 59. Diagram showing design principles of Grand Canal strategic route

Figure 60. Aquatic Habitat Retention, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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HC39   Inland Fisheries Ireland and Waterways Ireland must be consulted on any proposed planting within the biodiversity protection zones (within 10m) of the   
  Griffeen River and the Grand Canal prior to works. 

HC40   Any proposed planting along and adjacent to the Grand Canal must take into consideration measures for the protection of existing habitats by including an   
  appropriate set-back distance from the pNHA boundary to facilitate protected species, biodiversity, and a fully functioning green and blue infrastructure   
  network. This distance is dependent on the ecological feature (e.g. bat tree roost, rare flora) in question and should be assessed on a case-by-case basis by a  
  suitably qualified ecologist.

HC41  Planting schedules along the boundary of the Grand Canal pNHA must have regard to the habitat creation recommendations provided above.

HC42   Planting along the boundary of the Grand Canal pNHA should take into consideration management requirements of proposed species in the planting   
  schedules and prevent their encroachment into the habitats of the pNHA.

HC43   A permission should be sought from Waterways Ireland if any proposed works require access to the Grand Canal footpath.

Figure 61. Grand Canal Corridor. Southern tow path shown on left of the Figure, with northern tow path on the right of the Figure.

Figure 62. Actions for Grand Canal Corridor, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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2.

63 (b) Existing grass path, north tow path 63 (c) Existing southern tow path, macadam, lighting, generous width

1.

63 (a) Retain, protect and enhance existing habitat at north tow path 63 (d) Existing concrete yard, north of tow path

EXISTING ACCESS TO 
SOUTH TOW PATH

EXISTING ACCESS TO 
SOUTH TOW PATH

EXISTING R136 ROAD

CANAL

GRASS PATH

MACADAM PATH

EXISTING ACCESS TO TOW PATH - 
RETAINED

HABITAT TO BE RETAINED, PROTECTED 
AND ENHANCED 

EXTENT OF GRAND CANAL PARK

LEGEND OPEN MANAGED GRASSLAND

NA CLUAINTE PARK SOUTH 

GRAND CANAL PARK

Figure 63 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g). Existing conditions of Grand Canal and edges

Figure 64 . Grand Canal Corridor
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OMER LOCK 
HOUSE

EXISTING ACCESS TO 
SOUTH TOW PATH

EXISTING ACCESS TO 
SOUTH TOW PATH

EXISTING ACCESS TO 
SOUTH TOW PATH

3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

63 (e) Vegetation cleared west of Omer Lock House, 
April 2021 (NPWS Derrogation)

63 (f) Existing north tow path at lock 63 (g)  Existing hedgerow vegetation at north tow path access point

NORTH TOW PATH, MACADAM

OPEN MANAGED GRASSLAND

EXISTING 
CONCRETE YARD

PROPOSED BRIDGE 

PROPOSED BRIDGE 

EXISTING 
FONTHILL ROAD 
R113

LINEAR OPEN SPACE 

It is acknowledged that there may be a requirement 
to provide access through the existing vegetation to 
the north of the canal. Currently there are a number 
of breaks in the vegetation and these will be used to 
create formal access to the canal and tow path. See 
orange stars on diagram and below:

- Omer Lock House
Vegetation clearance as part of a Derrogation License 
from NPWS was carried out in the area surrounding 
Omer Lock House in April 2021. This has created a 
suitable access to the northern tow path. 

- concrete yard and proposed new bridge
An existing concrete yard forms a break in the 
vegetation and is the site of a new bridge over the 
canal which offers an opportunity to gain access at 
this location

- existing opening in vegetation
A break in the tree/hedge line north of the canal and 
west of the Fonthill Road R113 an access point to the 
north tow path

Width of access is be limited and to be sensitively 
designed to have a minimum impact on the existing 
habitat. No-dig construction techniques should be 
utilised and all designs discussed with the Arborist 
and Ecologist, prior to discussion with the relevant 
stakeholders.
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7.3 Railway Corridor

The Railway Corridor is a key biodiversity corridor 
forming part of the Parks and Landscape Strategy. 
It is an important east-west green infrastructure link 
running centrally through the SDZ lands. It  provides 
connectivity with north-south linkages across the 
lands, which link with the Grand Canal Corridor to 
provide functional wildlife habitat. 

This strategy proposes to maintain and enhance 
existing planting along the railway with supplemental 
additional hedgerow planting proposed to this green 
infrastructure link. The corridor is approx 20m in 
width and minimum 50% of this should be comprised 
of native hedgerow species (existing retained and 
proposed plantings). 

Selected areas adjacent to development areas can 
be utilised as sub-spaces for informal or low impact 
amenity e.g. natural play, kickabout, and seating 
areas. Any such areas should be based on arborist 
and ecological surveys and have regard to adjacent 
development areas.

Lighting to this corridor should be minimised and 
designed to the recommendations of the Biodiversity 
Management Plan and in consultation with the 
following:

- Arborist survey

- Irish Rail

- Site walks with all relevant stakeholders 

HC36  Planting schedules along the railway line should have regard to the habitat creation recommendations provided above and in the  All-Ireland Pollinator Plan’s  
  Pollinator-friendly management of: Transport Corridors.

HC37   Planting (e.g. hedgerows and treelines) along the railway line must take railway safety into consideration by leaving an appropriate distance between the   
  railway line fence and proposed planting, in order to reduce debris (e.g. leaves, fallen branches) on the railway line which may cause a hazard. The planting  
  distance is dependent on species used and their expected mature width, and therefore this should be assessed by a qualified arborist prior to planting.

HC38   Irish Rail should be consulted prior to planting. If necessary, a permission should be sought from the local Divisional Engineer in advance of planting or   
  removing vegetation alongside the railway.
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66 (a) Photo of existing railway line and planting adjacent 66 (b) Natural play with materials from the landscape 66 (c) Seating and rest areas within meadow
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Figure 65 . Railway corridor principles

Figure 66 . Railway corridor, existing condition and precedents for play and recreation

Figure 67 . Actions for Railway Corridor, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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7.4 Green Corridors

It is a key principle of the Clonburris SDZ planning 
scheme to ‘connect parks and areas of open space 
with ecological and recreational corridors. This will 
facilitate the movement of biodiversity and people 
and strengthen the overall Green Infrastructure 
network.’

New green corridors should be designed along 
urban structures such as roads and streets and 
open spaces and should include swales, tree lines 
and retention of existing vegetation as well as new 
hedgerows. Additional elements such as permeable 
paving should be considered to augment planted 
schemes and provide additional benefits to the water 
management plan.

Existing linear habitats such as Griffeen Stream and 
Grand Canal and hedgerows should be enhanced.

69 (b) Pedestrian / cycle link with recreation elements and way-marking
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69 (a) Street with SUDS, Portland, US

Figure 68 . Green / blue corridor principles

Figure 69 (a), (b) Blue / green infrastructure precedents 
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7.5 Green Bridge

The existing pedestrian bridge over the railway line 
shall be retrofitted or replaced to provide a ‘green 
bridge’. The green bridge shall be integrated into the 
surrounding landscape and shall provide connections 
for pedestrians and cyclists, commuting routes for 
species and the park landscape as a whole. The 
detailed design of the bridge should consider the 
Landscape Institute UK Green Bridges Technical 
Guidance Note 09/2015 December 2015 or 
superseding guidance. Proposals are to be submitted 
and agreed with SDCC.  Other relevant stakeholder 
engagement and agreement where appropriate will 
be required.

The green bridge linking the existing Griffeen Valley 
Park to the proposed Griffeen Valley extension is a 
key element of the green infrastructure network for 
the SDZ lands.  The Planning Scheme notes this 
bridge should provide connections for pedestrians 
and cyclists, a commuting route for species and a 
green connection for the park landscape as a whole.

Planting to the green bridge should include species 
which are present in the immediate context and 
provide an ecological connection between the 
riparian zone along the Griffeen River and habitat in 
the Griffeen Valley park extension in the south, to the 
existing Griffeen Valley Park north of the railway line.
Soil and plant species on the green bridge should be 
as close to the existing conditions surrounding it, i.e. 
Griffeen Valley Park, as possible. Soil depth should 
be a minimum of 600mm (preferably 1000mm) to 
allow for planting. A double row of hedgerow shrub 
species is recommended to create safe passage 
through a canopy (e.g. bat species).

Planting of herbaceous vegetation is not necessary, 
as spontaneous establishment from local seed 
banks provides a continuous habitat. If early 
planting is carried out, shrub species which may 
be considered for the green bridge and on the 
approach embankment include: Crataegus monogyna 
(Hawthorn), Prunus spinosa (Blackthorn), Rubus 
fruticosus agg (Bramble). Seeds from grassland and 
herbaceous species in the area include: Dactylis 
glomerata (Cock’s Foot), Arrhenatherum elatius 
(False Oat Grass), Epilobium hirsutum (Hairy Willow 
Herb), Filipendula ulmaria (Meadowsweet).

A barrier of at least 2m height should be in place at 
edge of bridge to prevent leaf drop on rail line and to 
contain growth/vegetative debris on bridge.
Embankments leading to the green bridge should be 
at a minimum gradient of 1 in 2, be splayed out from 
the line of approach, allow small mammals, birds and 
insects access to the green bridge. 

HC24  Provide a Green bridge at Hayden’s Lane following the Landscape Institute UK Green Bridges Technical Guidance Note 09/2015. It is acknowledged that in 
the design and planting of this bridge Irish rail bridge requirements will need to be adhered to which requires that any planting should be of a low level and 
maintainable. Native hedgerow species known to be present in the surrounding lands must be used to vegetate any green bridge to provide connectivity of 
habitat.

HC25   Where other bridges are proposed consideration should be given to these taking the form of ‘modified grey bridges’ (as outlined in the Landscape Institute   
  UK Green Bridges Technical Guidance Note 09/2015) where feasible and where they would promote ecological connectivity by connecting with other linear  
  features or green corridors. These should be planted with species known to be present in the area.

green bridge location

Proposed indicative site 
of new green bridge

GRIFFEEN 
VALLEY PARK

Figure 70 . Green bridge location

Figure 71 . Actions for Green Bridge, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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7.6 Local Links

Local links will be incorporated in the design of 
each development area, linking local and strategic 
open spaces. Local links shall be designed with the 
following outline design principles in mind: 

• Retention of existing trees, hedgerows and 
vegetation where possible. 

• Use of small scale SUDS features where 
appropriate

• Provision of safe pedestrian and cycle links 
including provision for suitable surface materials 
and appropriate lighting

• Proposed tree lined streets and avenues

• Appropriate tree species for street width and 
scale with guidance from DMURS 

• Appropriate tree species with regard to 
biodiversity and future management, with 
guidance from SDCC Tree Management Policy

• Provision of suitable way-finding to guide users 
between strategic parks and open spaces, high 
light access points

Local links should provide safe and coherent 
connections between strategic spaces and act 
as mobility routes between different zones e.g. 
residential and commercial, residential and 
educational.
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HC28   Where swales are proposed within the SDZ, the design should include native grass species to enhance biodiversity and wildlife and be in accordance with the  
  SDCC Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Explanatory, Design and Evaluation Guide
 
HC29   High biodiversity value rainwater gardens should be considered for inclusion within new developments as a SuDS measure and be in accordance with the SDCC  
  Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Explanatory, Design and Evaluation Guide. It is recommended that planting lists are comprised of water-tolerant native  
  species and preferably of species which are known to be present locally. Where it is not possible to plant entirely native species, ornamental species should be  
  chosen with regard to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan’s Pollinator Friendly Planting Code.

73 (a) New footpath and planting alongside road, Utrecht, Netherlands 73 (b) Roadside swale, UK

Figure 72 . Local links principles

Figure 73 (a), (b) . Local links precedents

Figure 74 . Actions for Rain Gardens and Swales, Biodiversity Management Plan, Scott Cawley Ltd.
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8 Tree Planting

Tree species should be selected for longevity, 
suitability to local soil conditions and micro-climate, 
biodiversity (native species) and suitability for close 
proximity to residential buildings. A range of tree 
species and sizes should be utilised from semi-
mature specimen trees to multi-stems. The All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 should be used to form 
the basis of the proposed tree species across the 
development of the SDZ. ‘South Dublin County 
Council’s Living with Trees, Tree Management Policy 
2021-2026’ has also been consulted and lists typical 
tree species as illustrated below. The list is not 
exhaustive and additional species can be considered 
where appropriate. 

Aesculus hippocastanum
Alnus glutinosa
Arbutus unedo
Amelanchier species
Betula pubescens
Betula pendula
Catalpa bignonioides
Corylus avellana
Crataegus species
Ilex aquifolium
Malus species/cultivars
Paulownia tomentosa
Prunus avium
Prunus padus
Prunus spinosa
Prunus serrulata ‘Tai Haku’
Pinus sylvestris
Pyrus species and cultivars
Quercus robur
Quercus petrea
Salix species
Tilia species

Suggested species
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Figure 75 . Tree species suitable for street tree planting
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8.1 Street Tree Planting

Street trees should be considered as an integral part 
of the street environment (DMURS 2013) with the 
size and species selected proportionate to the width 
of the street and planted at frequent intervals. Street 
trees are to be provided as part of the street design 
whether on street car parking is provided or not.

Medians, verges and build outs should be used as 
areas in which to plant trees, as well as within privacy 
strips on residential streets. Root growth and street 
lighting should be considered when species are being 
selected with adequate space or suitable tree pit 
preparation provided.

Tree pit design options for the differing street designs 
are offered here, and as part of a suite of SuDS 
options.

Crown height and diameter at maturity should be 
considered for future maintenance of both, trees and 
nearby buildings, and/or, services such as lighting 
columns. Growth of tree crowns into road space can 
cause damage to the tree and /or vehicles, and so 
species with appropriate growth habits should be 
considered. Additionally, crown density and height 
should be regarded when placing lighting columns to 
allow for light spill onto ground surfaces.

To ensure that it does not dominate streetscapes, 
on-street parking shall be broken up into a series of 
bays separated by planted build outs. The number of 
parking spaces per bay should generally be limited to 
three parallel spaces (including loading areas) and six 
perpendicular spaces. Streets should be generously 
planted at frequent intervals to soften the impact of 
parking and strong building frontages at intervals of 
14–20 metres. In the interest of biodiversity and place 
making, reduced spacing between street trees shall 
be considered where appropriate and achievable.
Planning Applications should refer to the SDZ 
Scheme and DMURS for street layouts and street 
trees.

Ponding area, 
maximum water depthSurface and structural layers

Root barrier (optional)

Tree grille or plantingOverflow and observation well

Underdrain (optional)

Waterproof lining 
(if required)

Stone mulch layer (optional)

76 (a) TREE PIT DETAIL  - recommended for home-zones and tertiary streets within development tiles

76 (b) TREE PIT DETAIL B - recommended for key infra-structural streets

76 (c) TREE PIT DETAIL C - basic tree pit detail, recommended where SuDS design cannot be achieved

Sub-soil

Drain into tree pit

Tree grille or planting

Drainage layer

Overflow to surface 
water system

Stone mulch layer (optional)

Mulch - depth 75mm with 
20mm clearance from base of 
tree or plantsSurface and structural layers

Tree grille or planting
Irrigation tube

Sub-soil - thoroughly ripped to 
600mm below drainage layer 
to ensure free drainage

Sub-soil - min.500mm depth

Topsoil - min.400mm depth

Figure 77 . Typical street tree planting, on link street, integrated with parking (NTS)

Parking spaces
6000

17800

Lighting columns typically at 54m centres

Footpath
2000mm width

5200 Cycle lane
1750mm width

2500

This drawing is the copyright of the Landscape Architect. Unless otherwise stated all
dimensions are in millimetres. Where dimensions are not given, drawings must not be scaled
and the matter must be referred to the Landscape Architect. If the drawing includes conflicting
details/dimensions the matter must be referred to the Landscape Architect. All dimensions must
be checked on site. The Landscape Architect must be informed, by the Contractor, of any
discrepencies before work proceeds.
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Platanus orientalis
Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’
Tilia x europaea ‘Euchlora’
Quercus ilex
Juglans regia
Alnus cordata

Alnus glutinosa
Betula pubescens 
Carpinus betulus 
Crataegus monogyna ‘Stricta’
Malus tschonoskii
Malus trilobata

Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’ 
Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’
Magnolia kobus
Corylus avellana
Prunus ‘Umineko’

20 -25cm girth

18 - 20cm girth

16-18cm girth
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Legend

Link roads 

Local road

Intimate local road

Figure 78 . Street tree planting principles and recommended species
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Concrete

9 Surface Materials

The selection of hard landscape materials, both 
surfacing and furniture is determined by function but 
materials should also be selected to provide some 
cohesion throughout the strategic open spaces in the 
Clonburris SDZ.

Materials should be chosen for durability, and where 
practical should be constructed in a way which is 
sensitively integrated with lawn and soft landscape, in 
order to minimise the impact of hard landscape surfaces. 

Primary pedestrian and cycle circulation is proposed as 
a durable, limited range of neutral materials with robust 
construction, in line with the SDZ Planning Scheme.

Entrance thresholds to strategic open spaces should 
employ the use of quality surface material such as 
natural stone or concrete with  a decorative finish.

Routes through parks, and strategic connections through 
the SDZ, should be comprised of durable material such 
as bituminous macadam or self-binding aggregate. 

Material should be fitted/laid in such a way so as to 
drain freely or allow the efficient carriage of water away 
from the immediate zone. Colour and texture of chosen 
material should be compatible with the character of the 
space and should be considered carefully at design 
stage. Future maintenance of the ground surface should 
be a consideration when deciding on options.

Asphalt

Self-Binding Gravel

Reinforced Grass

Natural Stone Surfacing
Figure 79 . Surface material precedents
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10 Furniture, Fittings and Way-finding

A multi-layered furniture and way-finding strategy 
should be generated and adopted for the SDZ lands, 
to provide distinct identity to the area as a whole 
and at the same time promote legibility and create a 
sense of place in each development of Clonburris. 

Furniture and fittings should be consistent within 
each strategic open space. The selection of furniture 
and fittings should be determined by function and 
durability but materials should be chosen to provide 
cohesion and contrast throughout the public realm.  A 
range of seating options should be provided catering 
for users of all abilities. Standard street furniture such 
as benches, bins, bollards, cycle stands and lighting 
columns should be designed as a suite. 

10.1 Way-finding Strategy

A way-finding strategy dealing with branding, specific 
signage and orientation should be generated as 
part of each development. Way-finding should be 
coordinated with all developers and consider creative 
signage incorporated into open space, at thresholds 
or mounted on walls. Visibility and orientation 
should form the key principles of the strategy. In 
addition, established place names should be retained 
throughout and their use promoted as they form key 
elements of local context and contribute to the overall 
way-finding within the SDZ Planning Scheme. 

80 (c) Furniture suite, The Goods Line, Sydney, Australia80 (b) Furniture suite, CIDP Campus, Dublin80 (a) Seating, St. Audoen’s Park, Dublin

Figure 80 (a), (b), (c). Seating precedents

Figure 81 (a), (b), (c), (d). Figures showing variation in signage

81 (a) Wall mounted 81 (d) Integrated in paving81 (c) Panel81 (b) Post
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11 Park Boundaries

A limited palette of park boundaries should be proposed 
for all strategic open spaces to ensure cohesion 
throughout the parks. The boundaries should be as ’low-
impact’ as possible and be designed to prohibit vehicles 
from entering the park areas. The boundaries should 
comprise natural landscape features where possible e.g. 
existing hedgerows, proposed mounding and proposed 
swales. 

Where required low walls can be proposed with changes 
in level or a low railing of approximately 1100mm should 
be proposed.

Bespoke or variations to the boundary types should be 
considered for entrance threshold areas. The detail of 
these boundaries should be agreed with SDCC at design 
stage.

Low Wall

Railing

Existing Hedgerow

Mound

Swale

WALL EXISTING HEDGEROW RAILING

SWALEMOUND

WALL EXISTING HEDGEROW RAILING

SWALEMOUND

WALL EXISTING HEDGEROW RAILING

SWALEMOUND

WALL EXISTING HEDGEROW RAILING

SWALEMOUND

WALL EXISTING HEDGEROW RAILING

SWALEMOUND

Figure 82. Sculptural mounding as boundary at CIDP, Dublin 
by Dermot Foley Landscape Architects

Figure 83. Park boundary principles
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MOUNDING WITH HEDGE TYPE PLANTING TIMBER FENCE WITH CLIMBING
VEGETATION

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

NO BOUNDARY TREATMENT PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PALISADE FENCE PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

BRICK WALL PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

MOUNDING WITH HEDGE TYPE PLANTING TIMBER FENCE WITH CLIMBING
VEGETATION

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

NO BOUNDARY TREATMENT PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PALISADE FENCE PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

BRICK WALL PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDINGMOUNDING WITH HEDGE TYPE PLANTING TIMBER FENCE WITH CLIMBING

VEGETATION
PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

NO BOUNDARY TREATMENT PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PALISADE FENCE PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

BRICK WALL PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

12 Landscaping of Infrastructure 

While the exact location of various infrastructure 
and utilities necessary to serve the SDZ are to be 
determined; where these are required to be located 
within, or adjacent to, public open spaces, their design 
needs to be carefully considered and sensitive to their 
surroundings.

The Parks and Landscape Strategy includes 
recommendations on landscape treatment around 
pumping stations and similar infrastructures in a 
landscape context. 

Pumping stations  consist of a below ground structure, 
with a small kiosk(s) above ground. Proposed boundary 
treatments are subject to agreement with Irish Water and 
the local authority. Guidance from Irish Water states that:

“the Local Authority Planning Department may determine 
the requirements for fencing, site layout, control plant 
kiosk / structure, etc. under the Planning Permission and 
that the pumping station shall be secure in its own right 
without having to rely on security fencing.... Fencing 
of pumping stations sites is not required by Irish Water 
and will only be necessary in exceptional circumstances 
.... having considered public safety, the likelihood of 
vandalism.”

A number of options are to be considered and outlined 
below:
 
(a) Fence with hedge installed around the edge of the 
below ground structure.

(b) Fence with climbing vegetation - suitable climbing 
species planted at the base of fence to integrate the 
kiosk into its surrounding context. This should be 
considered only where space is restricted and more 
substantial planting cannot be achieved.

(c) Mound and planting - mounding to outside of 
concrete base of the pumping station and suitable 
hedging species to be planted on mound. 

(d) High quality natural stone or brick 2m high wall 
with planting

84 (b) Fence with climbing vegetation

84 (c) Mound and planting84 (a) Fence with hedge 

84 (d) High quality natural stone or brick finish 2m high wall with 

MOUNDING WITH HEDGE TYPE PLANTING TIMBER FENCE WITH CLIMBING
VEGETATION

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

NO BOUNDARY TREATMENT PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PALISADE FENCE PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

BRICK WALL PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

PUMPING STATION
HARD STANDING

Figure 84. Landscape infrastructure principles
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Groundcover planting integrated with hard landscape at Chausson’s 
Garden, Gennevilliers, France

Above: typical tree species to be included in parks, from right to left; Quercus robur, Pinus sylvestris, Betula pubescens, 
Alnus glutinosa, Corylus avellana

Left; long grass and meadow areas 
on mounds at MAX IV Lab, Lund, 
Sweden

Above: long grass and meadow areas on mounds at MAX IV Lab, Lund, Sweden

13 Soft landscape

The landscape strategy promotes the integration of 
managed meadow areas throughout the strategic 
open spaces on the SDZ lands, in accordance with the 
Biodiversity Management Plan. Mown areas should also 
be included and left flexible for informal sports, events 
or passive uses. Meadow areas should be subject to 
a maintenance regime that includes mowing informal 
paths and mowing edges to meadow areas to indicate 
maintenance as a ‘cue to care’.

Wildflower meadow planting should be specified in line 
with the All Ireland Pollinator Plan, where possible and 
seed mixes should be selected to suit local conditions. 
Drift/mass planting, as recommended in the SDZ 
Planning Scheme, should be considered as part of 
a design strategy, to define spaces and encourage 
biodiversity.

The landscape strategy also includes formal, intensively 
managed spaces, but these are limited isolated zones 
and primarily include the natural grass football pitches 
(Griffeen Valley Park extension and Grand Canal Park).  

Intersection nodes within the park also provide pockets 
of opportunity and can become features of interest when 
designed with a strong planting scheme.  

Low planting to include bulb, groundcover, and hedge 
planting should be proposed to be utilised in selected 
areas to create and reinforce sub-spaces within the 
larger landscape; for visual screening, defensible space, 
visual interest, ecological purposes and to guide or direct 
pedestrian movement. Entrance plazas, thresholds and 
intersection nodes, being limited in size by their function, 
offer good opportunities for creative groundcover 
planting schemes. The low planting should be conceived 
as subtle layering of greens. The planting is layered as 
follows; lowest - bulb planting, groundcover planting, 
highest - clipped hedge planting. 
 
Proposed tree species should be selected for longevity, 
suitability to local soil conditions and micro-climate, 
mature size, habit, proximate user activities, biodiversity 
and where required suitability to close proximity to 
residential buildings. Proposed tree sizes should range 
from semi-mature specimen trees to multi-stemmed tree 
planting. Proposed trees should comprise predominantly 
of native species.

Consideration should be given to planting areas of trees 
in copses or groupings, whether as an extension to an 
existing hedgerow, or new independent planting as these 
form hubs which contribute to the biodiversity matrix, 
particularly if linked to other hubs with corridors such as 
streams/rivers or hedgerows.

Figure 85. Soft landscape principles
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14 Management and Maintenance

The parks and landscape strategy has been formulated 
with maintenance in mind. The detail design of the parks 
should minimise resource-heavy and time-consuming 
maintenance regimes and instead rely on timely, 
intelligent management and intervention.

14.1  Cues to Care

“... a means of adapting cultural expectations to 
recognize new landscape forms that include greater 
biodiversity. ‘Cues to care’ make the novel familiar 
and associate ecosystems that may look messy with 
unmistakable indications that the landscape is part of a 
larger intended pattern.” 

- Joan Nassauer, Messy Ecosystems, 
Orderly Frames , 1995

‘Cues to care’ are intended to be integral to the long 
term, sustainable management of the park. They enable 
maintenance resource to be concentrated on particular 
areas, details and finishes. They frame a ‘wilder’ 
landscape which is rich in biodiversity. They allow users 
to orientate, way-find, and negotiate their route through 
the park, whether on minor mown grass paths or on 
the main pedestrian and cycle infrastructure. ‘Cues to 
care’ subtly assist in the maintenance of landscape by 
allowing certain areas to develop and emerge of their 
own accord, in an orderly fashion which can also have 
major educational benefits.
 

From top to bottom; mown paths as ‘cue to care’ at Montevrain Park, Paris; 
mown path as ‘cue to care’ at Parc Aux Angeliques, Bordeaux; boardwalk 
through long grass as ‘cue to care’ at Garden of the Familister, Guise, France

Information panel at Wald.Berlin.Klima park, Berlin Managed Meadow with mown edge at Le Jardin Plume, Normandy, 
France

Above: cleft chestnut pale fencing at Airfield 

Figure 86. Examples of management and maintenance
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14.2  Hedgerow management

Hedgerows within the Clonburris lands have suffered as 
a result of neglect and change in land use. They have 
expanded laterally and considerably from their original 
form and many have become fragmented.

This strategy aims to improve and enhance hedgerows 
which are proposed for considered management, at pre-
development stage, construction, and after construction 
is completed. There are a number of factors which 
characterise different types of hedgerows and thus 
determine their management, listed below:

(a) Hedgerows as linear woodlands should be 
encouraged within strategic open spaces e.g. Na 
Cluainte / The Meadows Park North and South. Many 
of the hedgerows in the strategic open spaces have 
already become substantial as a result of neglect or lack 
of management. Additional copse planting, incorporating 
native hedgerow species, should be included in the 
planting scheme to augment the volume of the linear 
woodland.

(b) Hedgerows with selective trimming to maintain 
a tight linear alignment should be considered as an 
alternative method of management for hedgerows within 
strategic open space. Hedgerows which have become 
overgrown with a dense understorey of bramble and 
elder, should be trimmed back to allow fresh growth, 
diagram (b) or (c), as appropriate.

(c) Hedgerows retained within urban development 
will require regular maintenance to retain an appropriate 
character of a suburban road or street,

(d) A trimmed hedgerow with flailed flat top should be 
considered where the prospect of lateral growth from the 
hedgerow will present a hazard to pedestrians or cyclists 
or overhead structures. Pollarding should be considered 
for hedgerows adjacent to urban development.

Coppicing or pollarding, as recommended by the 
Heritage Council’s guidance document on Conserving 
Hedgerows, could be considered within hedgerow 
alignments which may be heavily choked with 
bramble. This will encourage fresh strong growth of 
the dominant species and allow for the clearance of 
debris and rubbish, however should only be carried out 
in accordance with the Wildlife Act 2000.  Infill planting 
of fragmented hedgerow should be carried out where 
appropriate, using whips of native hedgerow species 
already growing in the surrounding area.

At pre-construction stage, scrub and bramble intrusion 
into adjacent lands should be subject to an appropriate 
mowing / strimming maintenance regime.

TRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED WITH
SINGLE MATURE SPECIMENS

THICK HEDGEROW => LINEAR WOODLAND WITH
PATHS CUTTING THROUGH

UNTRIMMED HEDGEROW => WILDLIFE FRIENDLYTRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED FLAT TOP

87 (d)Trimmed hedgerow with flailed flat top

TRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED WITH
SINGLE MATURE SPECIMENS

THICK HEDGEROW => LINEAR WOODLAND WITH
PATHS CUTTING THROUGH

UNTRIMMED HEDGEROW => WILDLIFE FRIENDLYTRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED FLAT TOP
TRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED WITH
SINGLE MATURE SPECIMENS

THICK HEDGEROW => LINEAR WOODLAND WITH
PATHS CUTTING THROUGH

UNTRIMMED HEDGEROW => WILDLIFE FRIENDLYTRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED FLAT TOP

TRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED WITH
SINGLE MATURE SPECIMENS

THICK HEDGEROW => LINEAR WOODLAND WITH
PATHS CUTTING THROUGH

UNTRIMMED HEDGEROW => WILDLIFE FRIENDLYTRIMMED HEDGEROW => FLAILED FLAT TOP

87 (b) Hedgerows with selective trimming 87 (c) Hedgerows retained within urban development
-

87 (a) Hedgerows as linear woodlands

Figure 87 (a), (b), (c), (d). Hedgerow management and maintenance




